13 


THE 


PROCEEDING 


Of the HoxouRABLE 


Houſe of Commons 


IRE LAN D, 


In Rejecting the Altered 


MONEY-BILL, 


On DEcEMBER I7, 1753, 
VINDTC AY 


By AUTHoRITIEsS taken from the Law 
and Us AGE of PARLIAMENT. 


Wherein are occaſionally expoſed the Fallacies of two 
Pamphlets, intitled, Cox s DERATTONs on the late 
<« Bill, Sc. — And * OzsERVATITIONS Relative 
<« to the late Bill for paying off the Reſidue of the 
National Debt.” 


The Sublimity of Adminiſtration conſiſis in knowing perfe&ly the 
proper Degree of Power, great or ſmall, that ſhould be exerted on 
different Occaſions, | 


Monteſquieu's Spirit of Laws, Vol. I. p. 250. 


DUBLIN: Printed, 


LONDON: Re-printed for T. BuTLER, in Pall mall; 
and M. Coor ER, at the Globe, in Pater-n/ter-R7cw, 
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T HE 
PROCEEDING, Ge. 


ISREPRESENTATION of either 
Houſe of Parliament, in a Matter of 
great Importance, to their Sovereign, or 
to the People, is an Offence not to be forgiven : 


Becauſe, it tends ro diſſolve that Confidence, which 


is the natural Support of the Conſtitution, and 
which alone can give Weight and Dignity to the 
e Power. 


Er, that ſuch a Miſrepreſentation of the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons of Ireland hath, by 
ſome means, been tranſported into Great- Britain, 
the ſad Effects do too plainly prove. 


AND that it is alſo endeavoured to be impoſed 
upon and propagated amongſt their Conſtituents, 
is as clear, from ſundry Pamphlets, little better 


than Libels againſt the Commons, againſt the Con- 


ſtitution, and againſt Truth, being at a great Ex- 
pence, and in a manner unuſual in this Kingdom, 
put into the Hands of all, who will accept of 

A 2 them, 


1 


them, from the Capital to the remoteſt Corner of 
the Nation. 


- Ha the Parliament been permitted to meet af- 
ter the ordinary Receſs, the Commons, who have 
ever been true and faithful Subjects, to the beſt 
and moſt beloved King in the World, would moſt 
ſurely have defended themſelves before the Throne, 
in a manner becoming their Dignity, and the Fi- 
gure that illuſtrious Body make in the State; and 
would have juſtified their Actions, with the Spirit 
and Senſe, they are (happily for thoſe they repre- 
ſent) poſſeſſed of, in a maſt eminent Degree. 


THEN indeed, it would have been extremely 
improper, for any private Perſon, to pretend to 
take the weighty Taſk of their Vindication upon 
him: But ſince a ſudden Prerogation hath deprived 


our Repreſentatives of the glorious Opportunity of 


laying their Cauſe in a parliamentary and dutiful 
Manner before their juſt Sovereign, it cannot be 
looked upon to be preſumptuous in an Individual, 
even to attempt to reſcue the People from the 
Snares laid for them, by the ruinous Doctrines 
publiſhed every Day, and by falſe Tales without 
Ceſſation ſpread amongſt them, to induce them to 
think much worſe of their Conſtitution, than, bad 
as it is, it really deſerves; and thus, by making 
them deſperate, and careleſs of what ſhall happen, 
to obtain that Opportunity, which otherwiſe they 
gould not find, of gradually, and without Inter- 
ruption, paring away their Liberty. | 


To 


. 


To effect the bad Purpoſes of the Enemies to 
the moſt glorious Majority that ever was ſeen in Par- 
liament, were the two Pamphlets, mentioned in 
the Title-Page, apparently written and publiſhed. 
The ConsIDtrAaTIONs, Gc. are a ſmoòth, ſuper- 


ficial Work, diſguiſing the true Nature of the 


Queſtion, and calculated to captivate the Aﬀec- 


tion, _ to convince the Judgment: 


TE OnzenvartiOns, Sc. are plainly deſigned 
as a Sequel to the other, and to ſupply the Defi- 
ciency of the former in parliamentary Learning, 
which they profuſely ſcatter, without Pertinence 
to the Subject, or Fairneſs in Argument. 


THzst however require Notice; for there is 
ſomething plauſible | in'them, and apt to take hold 
of an ingenuous Mind, not ſufficiently * inſtructed, 
wa diſpoſed to learn the Truth. | 


Twins is another Pamphlet in being, called 
A Letter to the Public, which hath, it ſeems, ſo far 
recommended itſelf to ſome conſiderabièe Perſons, 


as to be patronized by them. This is evidently 
put together for the Sake of its deelamatory A- 
buſe, and to ingratiate the Author with his Patrons. 


But as he has very precipitately declared, in 


Page 30, our unhappy Diſputes, to have been, not a- 
bout Eſſentials, but merely upon Forms and Ceremonies, 
I ſhall leave him to his Friends, the Con/iderations, 
and the Obſervations, to be chaſtiſed, for making 


A 3 nothing 


6 1 
nothing at all of what they have made ſuch a * 
ther about. 


1 T is not ſulcient to anſwer os material Parts 
of my two Adverſaries : This would take up but 
little of my Time; but then the Readers would not 
be much edified by the Controverſy. The Curio- 
ſity of the Public is awakened ; People defire to 
be informed minutely in a Matter wherein it is 
faid every Body is intimately concerned. They 
have a Right to be gratified. In a free Country, 
he who holds Knowledge from the People, means 


to make their Ignorance an Inſtrument to e 
them. I 


As I am not privy to any ſuch Scheme againſt 
their Happineſs, I ſhall deliver all I know,- or have 
heard, with any Probability of being true, rela- 
tive to the late rejected Money-Bill, which as much 
Clearneſs as I am maſter of. My Candor will beſt 
be proved by the Manner in which I ſhall dif- 
charge myſelf. Experience teaches that Profeſ- 
ſions of Honeſty are not always remembered in the 
Time of Action ; and therefore a Writer ſhould 
wave all Pretenſions to it, until his impartial 


Judge, the Public, fixes on his Performance a Pro- 
N eſt. 


My Work will conſiſt of two Parts. Firſt, to re- 
late the Hiſtory of tke Money-Bill to the Time of 
its being rejected. Secondly, to aſſign the Reaſons 
for rej jefting it; and 23 the whole, I ſhall 
$ examine 


N 7 ? 
; 
examine the CONSIDERATIONS and OBSERVATIONS 
as they occur. | | 


In O#ober 1749, the Public Accounts being laid 
before the Houſe of Commons, it appeared upon the 
Face of them, -that there remained in the Hands 
of the Vice-Treaſurers, at Lady-day preceding, to 
which Time the Accounts were made up, after all 
Exigencies of Government were ſatisfied, a Sum of 
two hundred and twenty thouſand two hundred 
and forty-one Pounds, four Shillings and fix Pence: 
Hence aroſe naturally in the Minds of all this Re- 
flection, That the Time was at length come, when 
Juſtice required, that ſuch Part of the Surplus remain- i 
ing in the Treaſury, unapplied, ſhould go to diſcharge 1 
as much of that Debt, which was contracted for the F 
Government, and for which the Nation had long and 
chearfully paid Intereſt, as could be ſpared, leaving 
till in the Treaſury a Sufficiency, to anſwer any ſudden 
Demand, or any Deficiency that might be in the Re- 
venue before the next Seſſion. It may be preſumed 
that there was not, at that time, a Man, who 
doubted the Right or Power of the Commons td 
effect this deſirable Act of Juſtice, as there was 
not a Hint dropped of that Sort from any Perſon; 
whether employed or not employed by the Go- 
vernment. This univerſal Deſire, doubtleſs, reach- 
ed the Caſtle, where the Earl of Harrington, Lord 
Lieutenant, then reſided. He, not inſtrudted, nor 
waiting for Inſtruction, but upon the general Know- 
ledge he had of his Majeſty's moſt gracious Inten- 
tions, to make his Subjects happy, readily concur- 
ed in ſo juſt, ſo honourable a Scheme; and his 
424 Concur- 


L 9] 
Concurrence effectually removed all Obſtacles, and 
produced an Uniformity of Opinion. So that the 
Committee of Ways and Means having reported 
their Reſolutions, and they being confirmed by the 


Houſe, and the uſual Committee having been ap- 


pointed to prepare Heads of one or more Bill or 
Bills, upon the Reſolutions ſo agreed to, it was 
then ordered by the Houſe, without any. Preton 
Form, 

„FT gar it be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Com- 
<« mittee, to inſert a Clauſe or Clauſes in the ſaid 
6 Heads of a Bill or Bills for applying ſo much of 
<« the Balance, remaining in the Vice- Treaſurer's 
« Hands at Lady-day laſt, as ſhall be for that Pur- 
<< poſe neceſſary, to diſcharge the Sum of ſeventy 
% thouſand Pounds, now remaining due of the old 
& Loan, and carrying an Intereſt of five Pounds 


per Cent. per Aunum, as alſo to apply ſuch fur- 


ce ther Part of the ſaid Balance, as ſhall be for that 
«© Purpoſe neceſlary, to pay off and diſcharge fifty- 
eight thouſand five hundred Pounds, Part of the 
new Loan of two hundred and fifty thoufand 
Pounds, carrying an Intereſt at the Rate of four, 
Pounds pcr Cent. per Annum.” 


IT muſt be obſerved, that all Reſolutions of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, or Orders conceiv- 


ed in the Houſe, in Conſequence of ſuch Reſolu- 
tions, are ordinarily. moved by his Majeſty's At- 
torney General. And therefore the Remark made, 
in the Confiderations, &c. Page 7, That in Fact, 


The Og 88 ine General was the Mover of 
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. 


” A > „ „ ww Wet > oh ann © co 26% 


+a wes Ak. Lad © 


191 

*© it in the Houſe of Commons,” and repeated in 
the Obſervations, &c. Page 26, had not that Can- 
dour in it, that a grave Writer for Prerogative 
ſhould ever ſtamp on his Works. It is evident, 
that theſe Authors have combined, to pick out of 
all Circumſtances accumulative Evidence of his Ma- 
jeſty's previous Conſent. But Liberty muſt not be 
wreſted from the Subject by Implication more than 
Prerogative from the Crown. And therefore it is 
material that the Reader ſhould know, that the At- 
torney General, in moving this Order, conveyed not 
a Previous Conſent of the Crown, in this Caſe, if he 
did not do it in all Articles of Ways and Means? 3 
and that every Man will confeſs he did not. 


THE Conſiderations, &c. were well aware, * 
it would be objected, that this Matter was trans- 
acted in the uſual parliamentary Manner; therefore 
he lays in this Apology for the King's Servants: 
That as the Occaſion was new, it is not to be 
« wandered at, that the Gentlemen who conduct- 
« ed the Affair, on this Side the Water, ſhould 
« not be exact as to the Form, in which his Ma- 
s jeſty's Conſent ought to appear; and probably, 
<« they apprehend, that the Return of a Bill for 
ce that Purpoſe, under the Great Seal of Great-Bri- 
„ fain would be a ſufficient Notification of his Ma- 
bs 2 8 en. 2 to ſuch Application 


A STRANGE Defence for his Majeſty 8 en 


indeed this would be, if zhey accepted of it. But it 


is refuſed; and all his Probabilities and Suppoſitions 
are effectually overthrown, by the ableſt of his 


22 | Majeſty” 8 
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| [ 10 ] 

Majeſty's then Servants, declaring openly, and a- 
vowing, that his Majeſty's previous Conſent never 
was once in their Thoughts, as a Thing neceflary 
in this Caſe. And ſurely they declared the Truth; 
for they really are not Perſons of that diminutive 
Apprehenfion, that they are, in this delicate Apolo- 
gy, repreſented to be. Certainly they could, if 
they had any Scruple about the Manner, as well 
reſort to Engliſb Acts and Votes in 1 749, as the 
Author of the Conſiderations did in 1744; for all 
the Authorities, which he has favoured us with, 
preceded that Seaſon. —lIt is pretty evident, from 
the ſubſequent Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen, that 
it was not for want of Skill or Apprehenſion the 
previous Conſent was not originally inſerted ; it is 
more probable, and I hope I may advance my Pro- 
bability too, that thoſe learned Gentlemen inſerted 
gracious Intentions, becauſe they conceived them to 
be apt Words to expreſs the Senſe of the Commons, 
and not capable of being wreſted into any other 
Moving than that which they naturally bore. 


Ix the Heads of the Bill, for Payment of the 
Debt, were inſerted Paragraphs purſuant to the 
Order, with the following Preamble, viz. 


© WHEREAS on the twenty-fifth Day of March 
« laſt; a conſiderable Balance remained in the 
Hands of the Vice- Treaſurers or Receivers-Ge- 
* neral of the Kingdom, or their Deputy or De- 
puties, unapplied; and it will be for your Ma- 
e jeſty's Service, and for the Eaſe of your faithful 
<© Subjects of this Kingdom, that ſo much thereof, 

2 * as 
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<« as can be conveniently ſpared, ſhould be paid, 
| © agreeably to your Majeſty's moſt gracious Inten- 
« tions, in Diſcharge of Part of the aforciad, na- 
tional Debt.“ 


FROM hence,” ſay the Confiderations, an or- 
« dinary Perſon would certainly have underſtood, 
“ that his Majeſty's Intentions, (which amount to a 
 « Conſent) had been ſignified previous to the Re- 

e cital, and that his Majeſty was allowed thereby 
e to be judge of what could be conveniently ſpared.” 


IT muſt indeed be an ordinary Capacity, that 
would take Intention for Conſent, There are not 
two Words in the Language, that have more dif- 
ferent Significations: The Execution of a Man's 
Intention, being very often dependent on the Con- 
ſent of another.— But this is no place for a cri- 
tical Examination of Words. It is enough, that 
the ſame Conſiderations have given up that Point; 
or at leaſt, that he to whom the Bill, as uſual, 
was referred in Great-Britain, who I preſume were 
not ordinary Perſons, did give it up. 


For, the Canſiderations ſay, Page 9, That as 
<< that Recital, thought it /eems ſtrongly to imply his 
«« Majeſty's previous Conſent, had not clearly and 
explicitly expreſſed the ſame, and not having 
done ſo, might occaſion future Cavils on that 
« Head; it is ſaid (and I preſume the Fact is 
« well known to be true) that Objections were 
<« made to this Bill, on that Account, by thoſe 20 
— * whon it was, as uſual, referred in Great-Britain. 

How 


. i2 ] 

How it happened, that his Majeſty's Conſent 
« vas not by them at that Time inſerted, - may 1 
« think be fairly accounted for; as the Omiſſion 
on this Side ſeemed to have been occafioned 
merely by the Novelty of the Caſe, without any 
e Intention of queſtioning the King's Right: And 
de jt was the leſs neceſſary to make the Alteration 
« then; becauſe it was highly probable, the like 
« Application of Part of the Reſidue of the Money 
«© of the Treaſury would be made the next Seſſion ; 
4 and then the Conſent might be originally inſerted 
in the Bill, which, as might reaſonably be ſup- 
f en, would paſs without an nn 


NY, 


& 


* 


In the W 3 froin the Coifidera: 
tions, Intention AMOUNTS 10 Conſent.—In the laſt, 
Intention doth but IMPLY Conſent.— ] have neither 
Leiſure or Inclination to be what they call merry, 
or this Occaſion ſhould not be loſt: But the prin- 
cipal Subject I have under Examination tis too in- 
tereſting, and its Conſequences too ſerious, to ad- 
mit of any jocular Excurſions. . Let it be obſerved, 
that this Advocate for the previous Conſent acknow- 
ledges, that the not inſerting it in the Bill of 1749 
was an Omiſſion; and that the Bill was objected to 
on the other Side of the Water becauſe. it was not 
explicit; but that notwithſtanding all: this, they 
ſuffered it to return without that Alteration,” which 
they acknowledged to be neceſſary to expreſs the 
previous Conſent ;, and that this is accounted for, by 
fuppoling, that it was let paſs that Time, foreſeeing 
there would be wn another Wee of * 
it originally. 


' l N . > * * 
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Ir I am alſo at liberty to account for this Om/- 
ſion, J muſt ſuppoſe, that the Words were not al- 
tered, becauſe they thought they carried in them 
fufficient Compliment ; previous Conſent from the 
Crown not being neceſſary in the Caſe, and there- 
fore improper to be mentioned in the Bill. 


TXris Manner of Accounting is certainly better 


warranted than the other ; for I muſt be induced to 
believe, by what hath ſince happened, that Per- 
ſons, who haye lately proved themſelves ſuch vi- 


Sorous Supporters of what they fancied was Prero- 
gative, if they had in 1749, the leaſt doubt about the 


Matter, would moſt aſſuredly have been very ex- 
licit, and would not, in the firſt Inſtance have 
in ſtabliſhed, by their own Admiſſion, a Precedent, 
which they muſt have expected, would be rather 
recollected, than forgotten in a Country, where 
the Prerogative needeth not an additional Strength. 


THr1s Precedent ſeems to be ſo well fixed, and 
is truly ſo advantageous to the Commons and their 
Cauſe, that it muſt not be wreſted from them by 
chimerical Probabilities and Suppoſitions, by ar- 
bitrary Conſtructions, or ſtrained Implications: 
: They are in Poſſeſſion; and really it is no Seaſon 
to part with a Poſſeſſion, merely to try the Equity 
of Adverſary-Writers. 


THE next ra to be mentioned is, the Year 


1751, when the Duke of Dorſet opened a Seſſion 
of Parliament, with a Speech, wherein, addreſſing 


himſelf 


[ 24 ] 
himſelf to the Commons, he ſaid ; © I am com- 


« manded by the King to acquaint you, that his 
6 Majeſty, ever attentive to the Eaſe and Happi- 


„ neſs of his Subjects, will graciouſly conſent, 


& and recommends it to you, that ſuch a Part of 
« the Money now remaining in his Treaſury, as 
ce ſhall be thought conſiſtent with the Public Ser- 
e vice, be applied towards the further en 
« of the national Debt.” 


TRE Diſpoſition of the Commons at this Time 
ſhould be well conſidered. Peace and Harmony 
flouriſhed in the State. The Public was not yet 
diſturbed by the Intrigues and ambitious Enter- 
prizes of certain Perſons, whoſe Obligations, of all 
Sorts, called upon them to promote Quiet, Induſ- 
try, and Friendſhip. They had not then, in Vio- 
lation of thoſe Obligations, openly cheriſhed Diſ- 
cord, and miſerably rent the Country into Parties, 


however their ſecret Practices might have tended 
thereto. Theſe Fruits of their miſchievous Poli- 


tics have ſince that Seaſon grown to Maturity. — 


But at the Time I have mentioned, good Humour 


was in every Countenance; yet did not the Com- 
mons forget their Duty to themſelves or their Con- 
ſtituents. Therefore in the Addreſs to the King, 
which was never exceeded by any, in Loyalty and 
Reſpect, they anſwered that Part of the Speech 1 in 
the following Words. 


„We acknowledge with particular Satisfaction 
and Thankfulneſs, your Majeſty's gracious At- 
** tention to our Eaſe and Happineſs, in recom- 

© mending 
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* mending to us the Application of the Money, 
* now remaining in the Treaſury, ſo far as it may 
c be conſiſtent with the Public Service, towards 
the further Ren of the National Debt.” 


A 


WHOEVER 1s acquainted with Parliamentary 
Proceedings, knows, that Adreſſes ordinarily an- 
ſwer the Speech, Paragraph by Paragraph, and 
expreſs a grateful Senſe of every Part, that they 
mean to ſhew by their future Acts, an Approba- 
tion of: But in Points wherein they cannot 
concur, they are and ever ought to be, ſilent. 
The remarkable Silence therefore in this Addreſs, 
with reſpect to the Coxs ENT, and their Applauſe 
of the RECOMMENDATION, to apply the Surplus 
in the Treaſury, as far as might be conſiſtent with 
the Public Service, manifeſted a Diſapprobation of 
the pxEvIious ConsENT : And yet it is notorious, 
that there was not any public Attempt made, to 
inſert any Words in this Addreſs, amounting to, or 
even implying his Majeſty's previous Conſent. Though 
by this, and the Addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, in 
the like Stile, it appeared evidently, and was alſo 
well known, by all the Servants of the Crown, that 
the Commons induſtriouſly avoided to give, by any 
Expreſſion, a Sanction to that, which indubitably 
they then thought themſelves obliged to oppoſe ; 
vet they received as ample Teſtimony of the Sa- 

tisfaction they gave the King and his Viceroy, as 

they or any Houſe of Commons ever did. 


Upon 


[ 16 * 


Urox N the Addreſs for the the 
Lord Lieutenant faid, 


« I wiLL take the firſt Opportunity to tranſmit 
this DUT1FUL and Loyar Addrefs to his Ma- 


« jeſty.” 


AN p from the King, the Commons had the Ho- 
nour of a moſt gracious Anſwer, in the following 


Words, VIZ, 


GEORGE R. 


« Hrs Majeſty has received, with great Pleaſure 
« and Satisfaction, the affectionate Addreſs of the 
* Houſe of Commons; and they may be aſſured 
4 of his Majeſty's conſtant Endeavours to promote 
the Welfare of his Subjects in his Kingdom of 
Ireland.“ 


* 


— 


N 


< His Majeſty is fully perſuaded of their Duty 
« and Zeal to his Perſon, and has the firmeſt Re- 
* Hance, on their future Support of his Govern- 
„ ment and Family.” 


From all this every candid Reader will obſerve, 
that the Commons, in the firſt Inſtance, refuſed their 
Approbation of the previous Conſent ; that the Op- 
poſition to it did not commence from Party-Rage, 
but from a laudable Jealouſy for their Rights; and 
that no Reſentment attended this Procedure. 


. WHrzy 


[ 177] 


WEN the Public Accounts were laid before 
the Houſe, it appeared, that there was in the | 
Hands of the Vice-Treaſurers, at Lady-day 1751, 5 
a Sum of two hundred, forty-eight thouſand, three 
hundred and ſixty-ſix n ſeventeen Shillings 
and four Pence. 


T ls being the happy Situation of the Nation, in 

Point of Revenue, it was thought reaſonable, again 

to apply Part of the Surplus, toward diſcharging the 
Debt; and it was in the like manner ordered, 


THA x it be an Inſtruction to the Committee, 

ce appointed to bring in Heads of one or more Bill 

<« or Bills, upon the Reſolutions of the Committee 

4 for Ways and Means, to inſert a Clauſe or 

% Clauſes in the ſaid Heads of a Bill or Bills, for 
applying ſo much of the Balance, remaining in 

<« the Vice-Treaſurer's Hands at Lady-day laſt, as 
<« ſhall be for that Purpoſe neceſſary, to pay off, 

and diſcharge the Sum of one hundred and twen- 

« ty thouſand Pounds, Part of the Sum of two hun- 
9 ek thirty-ſeven thouſand, five hundred Pounds, 
«= now remaining due, of the ſeveral Sums hereto- 
c fore borrowed by the Public, at Intereſt.” 


PuRSUANT to this Order, the appointed Sum 

was applied, by Heads of a Bill, for the Payment 

' of the principal Sum of one hundred and twenty thou- 

ſand Pounds, in Diſcharge of ſo much of the National 
Debt, &c. with the following Preamble, viz. 


B 


«K WHEREAS 
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„ WHrEeREas on the 25th of March laſt, a con- 
<« fjderable Balance remained in the Hands of the 
« Vice-Treaſurers or Receivers-General of this 
e Kingdom, or their Deputy or Deputies, and 
« your Majeſty, ever attentive to the Eaſe and 
« Happineſs of your faithful Subjects, has been 
<« graciouſly pleaſed to recommend it to us, that ſuch 
<« Part thereof as ſhall be thought conſiſtent with 
ce the Publick Service, be applied towards the far- 
60 ther Reduction of the National Debt. 99 


Taz Public need not to be informed, that no 
Attempt was made to inſert, in this Preamble, any 
Words amounting to, or even implying, a previous 
Conſent. On the contrary, it was ſaid, that ſome 
of the principal Perſons, more eſpecially obliged to 
guard and defend the Prerogative, confeſſed that 
they were convinced, that ſuch a Conſent was not 
Conſtitutional; and added, that they had alſo con- 
vinced other very material Perſonages on this and 
the other Side of the Water, and brought them to 
be of the ſame Opinion. What elſe could be the 
Cauſe for not endeavouring, after the ſolemn man- 
ner of bringing Conſent upon the Stage, to ſupport 
it throughout, and firſt to preſs the inſerting it 
originally in the Heads of the Bill? This the Con- 
fiderations have told us, was probably the Scheme; 
and in that Caſe, I may ſay, that probably the 
Authors of the Scheme would have proceeded, 
but that they were convinced, the Cauſe was bad 
and inſupportable. $5 

2 THE 


[ t9 } 


TH = Bill was certainly tranſmitted to Great. "8 
Britain as it went from the Commons, but returned 1 
altered, by having the Words inſerted, that ſig- 3 
: nified the Previous Conſent. | 9 
5 1 
5 
GREAT were the ſeeming Contern and Amaze- 9 
ment of certain Perſons upon this Change, which was 1 
made without their Privity. And who could doubt 1 
their Sincerity? Every Body's Conſideration was S 
now employed, how to get through this knotty 1 
Affair, with a ſaving for the Honour of the Com- 9 
mons; who were at this time engaged in an En- Bi 
quiry, wherein the Intereſt of the Crown, the $ 
Honour of Parliament, the Well-being of the 4 
Army and public Credit were all deeply engaged. 2 
Some thought, that it could not hurt, if this were 4 
let paſs, as the Public was in Poſſeſſion of the 1 
firſt Precedent; and that it would be too much, to # 
take this with the other weighty Affair upon their 1 
Shoulders at once; that probably, artful Men F 
who were upon the Lurch, might hence blow up a "$1 
Flame, that might produce an Embaraſment, which N 
ſome Folk heartily wiſhed for in the principal Matter, $ 
for ſuch the Enquiry was then thought to be; and Ss 


that, from the Conſternation that ſet upon certain 
Countenances, it might be truſted that it would ne- 
ver be repeated. This Opinion prevailed, and great 
Care was taken, that the ordinary Committee 
ſhould not be moved for, to enquire into Altera- 
tions made in Heads of Bills ſent from the Houſe; 
vainly imagining, that the Alteration not appearing 
in the uſual parliamentary Method, upon-the Face- 
B 2 of 
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of the Journal, would not be another Day trumped 
up, to ſerve a purpoſe. Expedients in Politics 
are dangerous Things ; as they induce a Suſpicion 
of. Weakneſs, and are oftener attended by Loſs. 
than by any Advantage. A good Cauſe ſhould. 
ever be ſupported by vigorous Meaſures ; leave a 
bad one to its Shifts, for by. Tricks r it can 
ſubüſt at all. 


Tus was that Precedent eſtabliſhed, | which 
has been made ſo notable Uſe of ſince. Happy 
was it for the Nation, that it was not the, firſt, or 
Effects might have followed i. that be did 
not foreſee. 


Tur ns Lord Lieutenant opened the Seffion 
in 1753, with a Speech, wherein, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Commons, he ſaid, <* I am commanded: 
by his Majeſty to acquaint you, that he will gra- 
<& ctoufly conſent, and recommends it to you, that ſo 
% much of the Money remaining in his Treaſury 
as ſhall be neceſſary, be applied to the Diſcharge - 
of the National Debt, or of ſuch Part thereof, 4 
6 as 18 ſhall think expedient.” 


* 


I' E Commons anſwered this Speech by an Addreſs 
to the King, with all the Reſpect and Duty, be- 
coming the moſt faithful Subjects, to the Farber of 
his People: But, as in the former Inſtance, they 
refrained to take any Notice of the Coxs EN, but 
made all proper acknowledgment for the RRCOM- 
MENDATION. This again was denominated by the 
Lord . a DUTIFUL and LOYAL. Addreſs, 

and 
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and for it they had a moſt gracious Anſwer from 
the King. 


By the uſual public Acai. it appeared, that 
there was in the Treaſury, at Lady-day 1753, the 
Sum of three hundred, and fifteen thouſand, eight 
hundred, twenty and two Pounds, thirteen Shil- 
lings and ten Pence; and it appeared by another 


Account called for, that the Balance had confi- 3 
derably increaſed between Lady-day and A 4 
chaelmas. | 2 


HexxzvePon an Order was conceived in the old bY 
Manner, to fix Gentlemen appointed to be the F 
Committee, to bring in Heads of one or more 


Bill or Bills, upon the Reſolutions of Ways 1 
and Means, to apply ſeventy-ſeven thouſand, five 1 
hundred Pounds, to diſcharge the remaini ng Part of N | 
'the Dep. | H 


11 is no Secret, that three of thoſe Gentlemen 
reſolutely refuſed, to inſert any Words, in the 
Heads of the Bill for paying the Debt, that ſhould 
ſignify a previous Conſent from the Crown; and 
for that Offence, two of thoſe Gentlemen have 
unhappily felt a Reſentment, which they never in- 
tended to provoke ; being, without Queſtion, as 
_— Subjects, as they were able Servants. 


| Tu 11 E wing thus anequal Diviſion in the Com- 
mittee, the Heads of the Bill were brought in by 
the Mater of the Rolls, with this Preamble only 
$ Whereas on the 25th Day of March laſt, a 


B 3 con- 
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« conſiderable Balance remained in the Hands 
c of the Vice-Treaſurers or Receivers-General of 


5 this Kingdom, or their bes. 2 or har. - pat | 


T HE Confiderations need not to have been under 
ſuch a Difficulty, as they pretend, Page 15, to 
find out, How, or on what Motives, the Reci- 
** tal of Conſent was totally left out of the Heads 
« of the Bill, when brought into Parliament.“ A 
Recollection of the public Tranſactions herein 
related, would have ſupplied them with ſufficient 
Reaſons, for leaving out the Recital of Conſent. 
Beſide, it was very well known by all, except the 
Author of the Con/iderations, that the Repreſented 
had every where expreſſed a great Diſſatisfaction 
and Uneaſineſs, at the Paſſiveneſs of their Repre- 
ſentatives upon that Occaſion in the laſt Seſſion : 
And indeed, the Vox Populi hath ever met with 
Reſpect, but from thoſe who neither have it, nor 
expect to have it with them; and they waly al- 
ways affect to ridicule it, 


| Mosr People expected, that an Attempt would 


have been made, when theſe Heads of a Bill were 


committed, to inſert the Recital of the Conſent ; 
but the Appearance on that Day was not encouraging, 
and therefore, it is believed, that it was thought 
prudent not to ſtir in that Matter. Whatever was 


the Cauſe, it is certain, that they paſſed through 


all the uſual Forms, without Interruption, and 


were tranſmitted to Great-Britain, as they left the 
Houſe ; 3 but wenne. from thence in Shape of 


à Bill 
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a Bill, with the following Words inſerted in che 


Preamble. 


«© And your Majeſty, ever attentive to the Eaſe 
“ and Happineſs of your faithful Subjects, has 
«© been graciouſly pleaſed to figniſy, that you 
«© would conſent, and to recommend it to us, that 
* ſo much of the Money remaining in your Ma- 
„ jeſty's Treaſury, as ſhould be neceſſary, be ap- 
s plied to the Diſcharge of the National Debt, or 
<< ſuch Sort thereof, as ſhould be thoughtexpedient 
« wy Fathament,”: >: --- : | 


Turs Alteration was accompanied by a Letter 
from the Privy-Council of Great-Britain to the Privy- 
Council of Ireland, ſetting forth, That their Letter 
< to the Secretary of State 700k Notice, that the 
«© Words inſerted in the Bill, paſſed laſt Seſſion, for 
Payment of Part of the National Debt, relating 
to his Majeſty's previous Conſent, are omitted in 
<« the Bill now tranſmitted. But that Words of 
« the like Import were inſerted in the preſent 
% Bill, for Support of the Prerogative and Dignity 
of the Crown, and for preſerving the Regularity 
« of Proceedings in the Parliament of Ireland,” 


Tr1s Letter quickly crept abraod, and was in 
every Body's Hand; and the Bill was in a con- 


venient Time carried into the Houſe. There it 


cannot be denied, but that it was treated with as 
much Reſpect as any diſputed Bill ever was. It 
was read twice and committed, and in the Com- 
mittee was thoroughly debated, and in it's whole 

= Courſe 
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Courſe never received the leaſt Aﬀront. Upon the 
Report it was indeed rejected: But that is the 
uſual Fate of Bills not agreed to in Part. For by 
Poynings Law, when they return from Great-Bri- 
tain, there remains but a Negative in either Houfe | 
of Parliament, and conſequently all muſt be taken 
or none. And therefore, when any Part, 1s dif- 
agreed to, the whole is rejected, for the Sake of 
preſerving as much Dignity in Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedings, as the Conſtitution will admit of. 


I nave thus related the Hiſtory of this famous 
Bill, and J hope impartially; it now remains, that 
4 aſſign the Reaſons for rejecting a Bill, which was, 
and is inſiſted upon, by its Favourers, to be agree- 
able to the known Prerogative of the Crown, and con- 
formable to the uſual Proceedings of Parliament ; 
but is utterly denied by thoſe againſt the Bill, to be 
CONSTITUTIONAL in either Reſpect, 


THoss for the Bill have introduced the Hiſtory 
of the Hereditary Revenue into this Controverſy, and 
have thereby perplexed the Queſtion ſo much, that 
Men of exceilent Underſtandings know not what 
Opinion to form about it. It is not wonderful that 
it ſhould ſo happen, when a ſimple Queſtion, ſub- 
ject to every Man's Reaſon, is puzzled into a knotty 
Point of Law. This Satisfaction however the Pub- 
lic hath, that the Advocates for the Bill are forced 
to advance endleſs Abſurdities, to ſupport their 
Cauſe; by which one would in Charity rather ſup- 
poſe, that they had perplexed themſelves too, as 
| | well 
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well as many of their Readers, than that they had 
deſignedly led People into a Labyrinth. 


WHATEVER may be my private Opinion in this 
Matter, I judge, that if I do not enter into an Exa- 
mination of the Nature of the Hereditary Revenue, 
and enquire into the Extent of the Royal Power over 
it, it will be taken by others as an Admiſſion, that 
the Law is clear for the previous Conſent; and as I do 

not in any Sort intend this Compliment to the Ad- 
verſaries, I muſt comply with the Faſhion. The 
Hereditary Revenue then by common Law conſiſts 
in Crown-Rents, Compoſition-Rents, Caſual Revenue, 


&c. This Branch of the Revenue is computed to 


amount to ſeventeen thouſand Pounds per Annum ; 
a very ſmall Part of four hundred, forty-four thou- 
ſand, ſix hundred and eighty- -two Pounds, the 
nett Produce of all the Hereditary Revenue, in the 
Year ending the 25th of March 1753. 


THE Hereditary Revenue by Statute Law, is com- 
poſed of Quit-Rents, Exciſe, Tonnage and Poundage, 
Hearth-money, Wine and Strong Water Licences. 


«© 2uit-Rents are an accruable Charge reſerved 


« to the Crown by the Acts of Settlement and 
95 Explanation.” 14 and 15 Car. II. 


THz Exciſe was granted, © for and towards 
e the conſtant Pay of the Army and Forces, and 
<« for defraying other public Charges in the De- 


«* fence and Preſervation of his Majeſty s Realm.” 


14 and 15 Car, II. 
T onnage 
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Tonnage and Poundage were in part granted by a 
Statute in the Reign of Henry the Seventh.— The 
new Tonnage and Poundage were granted 14, 15: 
Car. II. „for the better guarding and defending 
„ the Seas againſt all Perſons intending, or that 
© may intend, the Diſturbance of the Intercourſe 
cc of the Trade, of this Realm, and for the better 
« defraying the neceflary Expences thereof, and 
for Increaſe and Augmentation of His Majeſty's 


„ Revenue.” 


Hearth-money was granted, 14, 15, Car. II. in lieu of 
the Profits of the Court of Wards, &c. with this remark- 
able Preamble, expreſſing the Conſideration of the 
Grant, Foraſmuch as nothing conduceth more 
to the Peace and Proſperity of a Kingdom, and 
&« the Protection of every ſingle Perſon therein 
ee than that the PusLic REVENUE THEREOF may 
ce be in ſome Meaſure proportioned to the public 


Charges and Expences ; in Conſideration there+ 
„ | WW c- 
ALE and Beer Licences were granted, 14, 15. 
Car. II. Wine and Strong Water Licences 17, 18. Car. II. 
and were granted partly 10 prevent Diſorders in the 
Country; but chiefly the better to ſecure the Payment 


of the inland Exciſe ; and therefore may be * 


called Branches of the Exciſe. 


THESE art Branches af e Hear t- 
money excepted, were not made a Perpetuity, with- 
out much murmuring and Struggle; as may be 
fairly — by a Meſſage delivered from the 

Lords 


27 

Lords Juſtices to the Houſe of Commons on the 
25th of June 1662, by Sir Paul Davis, Principal 
e of State, importing, That there were 

yet ſome Acts before the Houſe, that concerned 
<« his Majeſty's Revenue, which they deſired might 
ebe taken into ſpeedy Conſideration, for the bet- 
<< ter defraying the Charge of the Army and other 
< important Occaſions; and the rather, for that 
* they , conceived it a Duty incumbent upon 
e them to his Majeſty, to ſuſpend giving the Royal 
«© Aſſent unto the great Bill of Settlement, until it 
* ſhould be Sccamperied with thoſe other Bills f the 
* Revenue.” 


Tr1s was ſeemingly a harſh Meſſage, but had 
it's Effect, by quickening the Houſe. The Lords 
| Juſtices acted honourably to both Parties; for 
they knew this Revenue was the ſtipulated Price 
of the Act of Settlement, and that their Inſtructions 
were poſitive, not to paſs the one without the other: 
This Meſſage therefore in this Light was Peternal ; 
becauſe it ſignified the Danger, and n pointed 
out the Method to prevent it. 


Ax p nothing could have prevailed upon them 
to comply, but Neceſſity. The Hereditary Revenue, 
or a blind Submiſſion of all their Property to the 
abſolute Will of the King, or a Civil War were be- 
fore them : And wiſcly they choſe the leaſt Evil. 


Ix the Condudt of this abola Affair, 8 emi- 
nent and excellent Patriot ROGER BOYLE, Earl 
of Orrery, GRANDFATHER to the preſent SPEAKER 

of 
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of the Hovsz or Commons, was principally con- 
cerned. His Head, Heart, and Hand, all remark- 
ably good, were ever engaged in the Service of the 
Engliſh Intereſt in Ireland. To his wiſe Manage- 
ment we chiefly owe the obtaining ſo good a Settle- 
ment for this Country ; and a good Settlement it 
was indeed, conſidering the powerful Rivals the 
Proteſtants had in the Favour of the King, to 


whoſe Mercy all Things in this Kingdom were un- 


happily left. To him alſo was owing the cautious 
Terms, in which thoſe Revenue Laws were drawn; 
Terms, which at this Day intangle and confound 
the Advocates for the Previous Conſent. -£ ns 


Special Appropriations were not the Practice of thoſe 


Days in England or Ireland. General Words in 
Laws importing, That the Revenue was granted 
to the King, in Truſt for public Services, were 
deemed ſuffic.- nt: And that the Words made uſe 
of in the Acts of Exciſe, Tonnage and Poundage 


were relied upon as ſufficient for that Purpoſe, they 


being not created in lieu of any other Revenue of 
the Se (as the Conſideratious, Page 26, 27, inti- 
mate without the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon) may 
appear from the wiſe and cautious Form of, and 
Proviſions in, the Hearth-money Ad, which was 
ſubſtituted in Place of W Branch on the 9 70 
venue. 


MWardſbips, in lieu of which Heart b. money was 


granted, were ever looked upon to be more an 


Eſtate at the King's Will, than Ou" _ There- 
fore; 


£6 
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* a rich Wardſhip was ſure to be the Prey of 
ſome Court-Beggar. This Eſtate, from the pro- 
fuſe and wanton Management thereof, produced 
little to the Crown, and brought great Calamities- 
upon private Families, by the Tyranny and Op-- 
preſſion-of thoſe to whom theſe Wardſbips were be- 
{towed ; who knew they got them, to turn them 
to the beſt Account for themſelves. This raiſed 
great Clamour, and a ſtrong Inclination in all 
People, to get rid of this Grievance at any Rate: 
And ſo the Rich threw the Burden from themſelves 
upon the Poor; and hence grew the Tax of 
Hearib- money. But none other would content the 
Court: For it was foreſeen, that it would be ſureſt 
and eaſieſt collected, and that it would infallibly 
increaſe, as the Nation grew in Circumſtances. 


T RRE Patriots at Court, of whom ROGER, Earl. 
of Orrery, was chief, foreſaw, that if this new Re- 
venue was expreſsly created in lieu of another, 
over which the King had indeed exerciſed a deſpo- 
tic Power, without any Words of Reſtraint; that 
a Pretence would be derived from thence, to make 
as arbitrary an Uſe of the new, as he did of the 
old, Revenue. And therefore was that ſignificant 
Preamble fixed to it, which I muſt here again in- 
ſert, and wiſh I could properly place it at the Top 
of every Page in this my Work, that the Reader 
might never loſe Sight of it. 


% FORASMUCH as nothing conduceth more to 
bt the Peace and Proſperity of a Kingdom, and the 
* Protection 
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60 P rotection of every ſingle Perſon therein, than : 
cc that the PuBLic REvENut THEREOF may be 
in ſome Meaſure proportioned to the public 
« Charges and Expences 3 In. CONSIDERATION 


ce THEREOF, Se.“ 


Ir might have been thought, that this would 


have been ſufficient Security to the Nation; and 


that ſuch an Expreſs, ſtrong Declaration of the 


Right of the PuBLic to the Revenue, could not 
have been explained away, even by the Author 


or Authors of the Conſiderations, if he or they had 


been then Inhabitants of this Iſland. But thoſe Patri- 
ots (and ſure the Agewas happy, in which they ruled 
at Court,) to remove every Pretence for Miſappli- 
cation, nay, to furniſh the Crown with a legal Ex- 
cuſe for not complying with the importunate Solli- 
citations of ravenous Courtiers, further inſerted an 
Injunction, © That this Revenue ſhall not be parti- 
* cularly charged or chargeable, either before it 
c be paid into the Exchequer, or after, with any 
* Gifts, Grants, or Penſions whatſoever: And that 
& all and every Grant of any ſuch Penſions, and 


e all and every Clauſe of non obſtantes therein con- 


ey 


c utterly void, and all and every the Perſons to 
* whom ſuch Grants are, or ſhall be paſſed, ſhall 
<« be, and are hereby, made Accomptants unto his 


% Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, and ſhall pay 


cc 


back all Sums of Money received by Pretence of 
« ſuch Grant; and the Court of Exchequer is 


hereby enjoined to iſſue out Proceſs accord- 
s ingly.” 


Nor 


tained, ſhall be, and is hereafter declared to be, 


Ks! 


Non would they reſt here; they ſuſpected that 
Parliaments might not be called: Who would then 
cenſure a Breach of the Law? Alaſs! In thoſe Days, 
Prerogative every where received Protection: And 
was ſo uncertain in it's Deſcription that paſſive O- 
| bedience was the only Security the Subject had. 
This we can learn at this Diſtance of Time from 
Books only ; they had, doubtleſs, from Knowledge, 
a much ſtronger Impreſſion of thoſe Facts. 


Tarzy therefore reſolved to engage others, by 
Intereſt, to give the Law Motion, and to that Pur- 
poſe inſerted a Clauſe, enacting, That if any 
% Perſon or Perſons, Bodies politic or corporate, 
< ſhall at any Time hereafter procure, or accept of, 
from the King's Majeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors, 
« any Penſion, Gift, or Grant for Years, Life, or 
< any other Eſtate, or any Sum or Sums of Mo- 
cc ney, of the Revenue ariſing by Virtue of this 
« Act, that then ſuch Perſon or Bodies politic or 
corporate, procuring or accepting the ſame, ſhall 
« forfeit double the Value of ſuch Penſion, Gift, or 
« Grant, the one Moiety of which Forfeiture ſhall 
<« be to the Uſe of the Pariſh or Pariſhes where the 
ſaid Offenders be or inhabit, to be recovered by 
the Church-Wardens, the other Moiety to him 
that will ſue for the ſame, by Action of Bill, 
4 Plaint, or Information.” 


[ 


N 


» 


* 


£ 
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TuERE was now but one Branch of the Statute 
Revenue left, which was not attended by an expreſs 
Declaration of the Truſt for which it was granted, 
viz. Quit-Rents. An Occaſion happened ſoon after 
the Revolution to do that alſo. For King William 
had been taught by his Miniſters, that he had a 
Power over all the Forfeitures in Ireland, and was 
prevailed upon, by them, to whoſe Opinion he ſub- 
mitted, to execute his Power, by granting them 
away. But the Parliament of England, 11 Will. III. 
reſumed thoſe. Grants, and leſt the ſame perni- 
cious Advice might one Day prevail in the Caſe of 
Quil-Reuts, which ſtood in lieu of Forfeitures, 
and of courie ſubject to the like Power, enacted 
& That all Quit-Rents, as alſo Crown-Rents and 
Chiefries, belonging to the Crown of Jre- 
c land, ſpall for ever be for the Support of the Govern- 
nent of Ireland, and ſhall be unalienable.” 


= 5 


ec 


a 


TE Parliament which granted this Hereditary 
Revenue was kept on Foot, till it had completed 
every Thing that was necefiary, for explaining and 
confirming the new Settlement, and for ſecur- 
ing the bur ö and then, in 1666, was diſ- 


ſolved. 


= ax Confidence placed in the Crown, by grant- 
ing a perpetual Revenue, was ſhamefully abuſed ; 
for during the reſt of Charles's, and throughout all 


his Brother James's Reign, a Parliament was not 
held in Treland, 


Tre 
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THe great and ſenſible Effect of the Revolution, 

was the Reſtoration of Parliament ; for this alone 

could provide effectual Means to ſecure Religion, 

Liberty and Property ; which in the latter Days 

of Charles were Names only; but in the Reign of 
James had not even Names left. 


Wuar the Obſervations tell us, Page 7, of the 
Diſtreſſes of Ireland by the long Diſuſe of Parlia- 
ments is undoubtedly true. The Inhabitants 
«© were oppreſſed ; Induſtry, Arts and Sciences 
«© were neglected; even the Publick Revenue was 
% miſmanaged: And, in ſhort, every Thing 
% was wretched for want of Parliaments.” Sure- 
ly, no good Man could wiſh that this Nation 
ſhould return to ſo woeful a Condition. He 
certainly would be a moſt bitter Enemy, both to 
the King and his Subjects who would adviſe ſo 
deſperate a Meaſure. And yet (uywittingly I 
hope) this Author gives broad Hints againſt this 
Country, Page 18, wlicre he ſays, “The groſs 
& Produce of the old additional, unappropriated 
ce Duties, without including the fix Pence a 
« Pound payable to the Vice-Treaſurers, was, at a 

« Medium for twelve. Years, ended at Lady-day 
4 1753, 149,865]. a Year; and this, with many 
« Deductions thereout, for Parliamentary Grants, 
« Cc. is all the Nation pays for having the Bene- 
fit of frequent Parliaments.” 


IT is a bad Compliment to his Majeſty to ſay, 
that the Nation pays for Parliaments; when it is 
notorious, that the Nation has a-Right to frequent 
5 Parliaments; 


[34] 


Parliaments z and his Majeſty has moſt eminently 
diſtinguiſhed Himſelf in protecting the Rights of 
all his Subjects. Beſide, it is by his own Confeſ- 
ſion, as neceſſary for the Crown as for the Subject, 
to hold frequent Parliaments; ſince the Miſeries of 
the Kingdom, to be incurred by want of Par- 
liaments, muſt diminiſh the Revenue of the 


Crown, as well as the Property of every Indivi- 
dual. 


Tur Parliament hath not hitherto ſhewed any 
Diſpoſition to refuſe the Crown what Aid was re- 
quired from them; and if the Sum they mention 
appears diminutive in their Eyes, it muſt be for 
want of being ſufficiently informed in the Condi- 
tion of the Country, and the Demands of the 
Crown ; for then, they would know, that it is all 
that is aſked, and full enough for a Kingdom to 
pay, that is almoſt undone. by Luxury, out of 
which that Revenue ariſes, 


I mvsT be bt in thus making Digreſ- 
ſions with my Adverſaries, otherwiſe ſome dan- 
gerous Doctrines, which they now and then ſlide 
in, would paſs upon the Readers as invincible. 


Incarass of Charge growing upon the Govern- 
ment quickly after the Revolution, and the Here- 
ditary Revenue becoming too narrow to ſupport it, 
neceſſitated the Crown to demand Parliamentary 
Supplies. And theſe being granted, as often as 
aſked, in general Terms, for Support of the Govern- 

2 | ment, 
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ment, make, with the Hereditary Revenue, that 
Fund by which the Expence of all Publick Ser- 
vices is defrayed. 


Tu Reader having now before him a minute # 
Recital of all Particulars neceſſary to precede the iS 
Diſcuſſion of the main Queſtion, I ſhall enter, 
into the Reaſons, that are given in Juſtification of * 
the rejecting of the Money Bill on the 17th of De- 7 
cember 1753. By the Name of Money Bill I mult 
call it (notwithſtanding both my Antagoniſts diſ- 
like it) if I mean to ſpeak properly ; as it directs 
the Application of Money, and contains nothing 
in it beides. 


THE Obſervations have (J cannot think with a 
good Deſign) ſaid in Page 34, that, One Ar- 
* gument employed for rejecting the Bill, was 
5 raiſed on Pretence of the /ole Right of having 
« Money-Bills take their Riſe in the Houſe of Com- 

„„ mons, and that no Alteration ſhould be made 
in thoſe Bills after they are prepared by the 
„ Houſe.” And he has employed himſelf from 
the Beginning of the 8th Page, to the End of 
the 15th, in combating this Objection; and has 
brought upon the Stage the Votes of 1692 in Fa- 
vour of Sole-Rigbt, and Lord Sidney's famous Pro- 
teſt, and directly charged the Majority of that 
Day, with an open Invaſion of Poyning's Law. 
This Miſrepreſentation has, by all Accounts that 
have been received from Great-Eritain, created 

many Enemies to us, who from their Love of Li- 
berty, and their Zeal to preſerve all the juſt Rights 

C2 of 


_ingenuous, to have ſaid 
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of the Commons, would certainly have declared on 
our Side, if they knew that all this Author hath 
ſaid was Fiction; and that the real Struggle of the 
Commons was, to preſerve the Regularity of Proceed- 
ings in Parliament. 


Tu Con/iderations indeed have been kind e- 
bough to ſay, Page 20, Some indeed have ima- 
„ gined that the Recital's having been inſerted in 
„ .Great-Britain, was the Reaſon of rejecting 
% the Bill: But I do not ſuppoſe it could be ſo.” 
Why then hath he taken up ſo much of a ſhorf 
Pamphlet to ſhew his Learning upon a Queſtion 
not there diſputed ? Would it not have been more 
It was not ſo : Thus 
generouſly writing in Favour of Adverſaries in a 
Pamphlet, which the Author knew was to viſit 
every Hole and Corner in the three Kingdoms, 
would have caſt ſuch a Light of Candour on the 
Whole, as would have gained it a Credit, not to 
be procured by any Paſs. 


Sure I am, that the only Argument I have met 
with, for ſeven Year-, in Bchalf of the Sole-Right, 
is in the Conſideratious, Page 33, The Right of 
granting Money is admitted to be in the Com- 
* mons.” I ſuppoſe he cannot with all his Art 
perſuade the World, that there is any matertal 
Difference between Sole-Right and the Right. 


Ir is effential to this Kingdom, that it ſhould be 
well known, where only it can be hurt, and from 
whence all Benefits mult be derived, that we are 


not 


13 


not the mad People, our Enemies deſcribe us to be; 
but it will be enough in this Place, in order to 
overthrow the malicious Purpoſe of the Obſerva 
tions, to add, as the Confiderations authorize me, 
Page 22, That the Bill was rejected, for Objectious 
raiſed to the Subſtance of the Alteration, and ac- 
cording to its Merits, as it was conceived, the Com- 
mons had a Right to do; upon an Apprebenſion that 
their Negative was not yet taken from them. 


Fon it was often and directly ſaid, that the only 
Cauſe of oppoſing the Preamble, which deter- 
mined the Fate of the Bill, was, becauſe the Words 


ſignifying his Majeſty's previous Conſent were 


therein; which words were looked upon to be in- 
| tended to eſtabliſh a Right in the Crown, of ſuch 
a Nature, as would forbid the Commons to inter- 
meddle in any Surplus, that was now or hereafter 
might be, in the Treaſury, unapplied, without his 
Majeſty's Conſent being firſt ſignified : That they 
knew not that the Crown had ſuch a Right : That 
the Power of the Crown over the hereditary Reve- 
nue was to apply it to publick Services within 
the Kingdom : That the additional Duties were 
granted, not upon Eſtimates, but upon fixed Eſta- 
bliſnments, and only to make up the Deficiency of 
the Revenue: That the Surplus, whatever it was, 
or might be, muſt proceed from the additional 
Duties, becauſe the hereditary Revenue mult be 
all expended, before that given in Aid could be 
applied ; and whether it aroſe from its producing 

C2 | more 
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more than it was given for, or from a Saving, by 
the Eſtabliſhment not being kept full, as it was, 


or was deſigned to be, whc.. the Proviſion was 


made, it was all the ſame ; the Surplus muſt be- 
long to the Publick, and be conſequently ſubject 
to the Diſpoſition of Parliament: That in this 
Caſe, particularly, it was due to the Nation, that 
had made a ſeparate Proviſion to pay the Intereſt 
of the Debt, when it lay a heavy Clog upon Go- 
vernment, that it ſhould be reimburſed out of a 
Surplus grown upon the Aggregate Fund which 
muſt have borne the whole Debt, if the Nation had 
not created a Fund for it: That the Crown had 
ever thus conſidered the Caſe; for it 1s certain, 
that Credit was ever given to the Nation for Sur- 
pluſſes, even in this Seſſion ; and that all former 
Surpluſles, as well as the preſent, have been carried 
forward in the Eſtimates for Supply, and have been 
apphed to the current Service of the Interval be- 


tween Seſſions; and what makes this Argument 


of ſtill greater Weight is, that it is known by 


every Body, that theſe Accounts and Eſtimates are 


all prepared by the King's Servants : That there- 
fore departing from the conſtant Method of Proceed- 
ing in Parliament would be a betraying of their 
Conſtituents, and an unpardonable Offence : That 
they ſhould always pay equal Regard to the Pre- 


rogative of the Crown, and to the Liberty of the 


Subject, but muſt ever guard againſt the Eſtab- 
liſhment of a new Prerogative; ard therefore diſ- 


agreed to the Preamble, 


Axp 


39 
And all this was illuſtrated by Facts related, aud 
Precedents quoted, and not controverted. 


Was not this an honourable and wiſe Procedure 
upon the Merits alone? Hath this the Face of An- 
ger or Party? Doth it carry the leaſt Appearance 
of Oppoſition to the Crown? Doth it not put the 
Queſtion fairly upon the Teſt of Reaſon and Uſage? 
And if that Reaſon and that Uſage riſe up in Judg- 
ment againſt the Bill, what Recompence can be 
made to thoſe injured Perſons, who have ſuffered 
in Reputation, by an Imputation of Diſreſpect to 
Majeſty, or perhaps by a Suſpicion of Loyalty ? 


AnD by Reaſon and Uſage they ſhall be tried, 


in Oppoſition to verbal and Pamphlet-Argu- 
ment. 


Tux principal Argument of the Advocates for 
the Bill is, That by granting the Revenue in gene- 


ral Terms, and not with ſpecial Application, the 


King is made ſole Judge of the Application, and 
hath ſuch an Eſtate in the Surplus, that the Com- 


mons cannot meddle with it without his previous 
Conſent. To inforce this, one ſaid * He had a 
« mixed Eſtate ; for he had by Common Eaw,five 
c or ſixthouſand Pounds per Annum; and though but 
five Pounds of this looſe Eſtate were mixed with 
four hundred thouſand Pounds of the Statute E- 
c ſtate, no Part could be laid Hands upon by the 


* 


«© Commons, becauſe every Part was affected by the 


five Pounds.“ This muſt be ſubmitted to the Con- 
ſideration of common Lawyers; for it doth not 


GS ſavour 
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favour much ef Equity. And hereafter, it will 
appear clearly, that even this Eſtate 1 is as limited 
as any other. 


11 faid, That the Title of _ Crown 
% was as that of a Partner.” 


IF that be true, Partnerſhip implies an Equality, 
An uncommon State of Partnerſhip it would be, 
where one Partner had not a Right, . to- propoſe 
the Application of any Part of the Stock, - to the 
Uſe of the Partnerſhip, without firſt having the 
Conſent of another Partner to make the Propo- 
ſal. 


A third ſaid, That the whole Revenue was 
the abſolute, uncontroulable Property of the 
« Crown, to do with it as it would, and that no- 
thing could limit it; which he proved from a 
% very antient Maxim, viz. Nullum tempus occur- 
*« 8. Revs.” s | 


c 


Lal 


a 


Tr1s Sentiment was ſtrenuouſly recommended 
by a fourth, with a poſitive Aſſurance, That the 
beſt Lawyers in England and —— were. of that 
Opinion. 


Bur a fifth, not relying upon any of the former 
Titles, very fortunately hit upon a Medium, that 
hath brought this Matter to an iſſue: For he aſ- 
ſerted, that there was a Royal Truſt in the Crown. 
This Opinion after much canvaſſing was adopted 
by the Party, and 70 their Order, I ſuppoſe, hath 
been 


[41 ] 
been ſince promulgated i in the Conſiderations, Page 
22, as the Title ny: reſt their Cauſe upon, in theſe 


Words, 


& THAT the Truſt of 1 the Maas gi- 
« ven by Parliament to the Crown, without any 
ſpecial Appropriation, is, by the Laws and Con- 
e ſtitution of this Kingdom, veſted in the Crown 
& for PUBLICK Services.” | 


Ir is very ſurprizing, that Contention about this 


Matter ſhould longer ſubſiſt, when both Sides agree 
in Principles; for a private Intereſt cannot by the 
greateſt Art be extracted out of a pubhick Truſt 
and conſequently a private Wrong cannot grow, 
by the publick controuling the Truſt, which was 
of its own Creation, and for its own Uſe. 


Tais ſeems to be undeniable. The Concluſion 
then drawn from the above Premiſſes, That 
“ when an Application {hall be propoſed by any 
40 Power, the Conſent of the Crown muſt be pre- 
&« vious te, is . 


5 ee the ao _ * a Truſt for the 
publick Service. 


Tuts appeared to me ſo 8 that I chought 
it idle, to bring the Hereditary Revenue, that was 
with ſo much Prudence and Foreſight ſecured for 
the publick Service, into the Controverly, as a Mat- 
ter that could, from any private Intereſt in the 

Crown, 
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Crown, make a Difference advantageous to the 
Previous Conſent. 


Bur indeed the Author of the Confiderations 3 
been extremely unlucky, in accommodating his 
Adverſaries with Arguments againſt his Cauſe, and 
in throwing them into a Courſe of Reaſoning from 
his Premiſſes and Proofs, that muſt end in his 
Overthrow. | 


Tavs, Page 40, he ſaith, The principal Ob- 
& jection is, that the Produce of theſe ſeveral 
Funds, is accounted for to Parliament; and 
from thence it has been inferred, that it is Pub- 
ce lick Money, ſubject to Parliamentary Applica- 
& gion, without other Conſent, than what is given 
% by the Royal Aſſent to the Bill, when paſſed in- 
to a Law. This ſeems founded on a Miſtake, as 
c to the Reaſon, and Manner, of laying the Pub- 
& lick Accounts before the Houſe of Commons, as 
ce will appear from a ſhort Hiſtory of this A 
and an Account of the Effects of þ it. 7 


* 


* 


c 


* 


— 


Tnar which is denominated by him, to be a 
principal Objection is molt certainly a ſtrong Argu- 
ment againſt the Neceſſity of a Previous Conſent, 
and of Courſe an Objection to his Doctrine; but 
I cannot admit it to ſtand in the firſt Place. The 
Principal Argument drawn from Law and Reaſon 
is undoubtedly the Power of the Crown over the 
Revenue being but a Truſt for Publick Service, and 
ſtands the foremoſt Objection to his Concluſion. 
The Second will be taken from the Law and Uſage 


of 
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of Parliament; and this which he calls Principal is 
a Branch of that Uſage, but ſhall be examined diſ- 
tinctly in this Place, ſince he lays ſo great Streſs 
upon it; and if it ſhall happen by his ſhort Hiſtory, 
and his Account of the Effects of it, to be rather con- 
firmed, than ſhaken, I hope the Reader will allow 
me the full Force of it. 


In Expectation of this Piece of Juſtice, I ſhall at- 
tend the Conſiderations, Step by Step, in this Argu- 
ment, and try the Value and Weight of his Proofs. 


Ir was not indeed wiſe, to ſet out with ſo diſ- 
ingenuous an Aſſertion as the following, Page 4. 
No Account of the Diſpoſition of the King's Re- 

venue in this Kingdom, was laid before Par- 
« lament, till the Year one thouſand ſix hundred 


and ninety-two, when the Crown wanted fur- 
ther Supplies.” | 


cc 


(e 
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WovLD not any Man, a Stranger to the Hiſtory 
of this Country, conclude from hence, that there 
had been frequent Opportunities, of laying the Ac- 
count of the King's Revenue before Parliament? 
Tet it is certain, that from the compleat fixing and 
eſtabliſhing of the Statute- Hereditary-Revenue, 
diz. from 1666, to the Year 1692, containing a 
Courſe of 26 Years, there was not a Parliament in 
Ireland. And for this Reaſon alone, we may ſafely 
conclude, that the Account of the King's Revenue 
was not laid before Parliament; for on the firſt Op- 
portunity, the Commons called for it, and had it. 


Tux 
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Tux Conſiderations proceed thus: * Then in- 
& deed, a Motion was made, that ſuch Accounts 
„might be brought in: But the Reaſon of the 
Motion appears on the Journal, viz. That it might 
&« be the better known what Supplies were neceſſary to 
&« be given lo their Majejties. So that they were not 
&« called for as a Right, but defired as a Direction for 
their Diſcretion in the Grants chey were making.“ 


a 


5 


Tris is a Miſepreſnearitul from Beginning to 
End. If the Pretedent he makes uſe of were ſut- 
ficient to ſtrip the Commons of a neceſſary Right, it 
was not made at a Time that a candid Man would 
chuſe to take a Precedent from. For by the long 
Diſuſe of Parliaments all were then fo ignorant in 


the Forms, that when the Act of Recognition came 


from the Lords, and was paſſed the third Day of 
the Seſſion, a Committee was appointed, To find 
out by Precedents, whether it ſhould be return- 
ed to the Lords.” And on the ſame Day ano- 
ther Committee was appointed, To know how 
* the Committee of Grievances ſhould come at 
Records, Accounts and Papers in the Hands of 
Officers of the Revenue or others.“ And this 
was done, though the Journal of the preceeding 
Parliament abounded with Inſtances of Powers 
granted to Committees, to ſend for Perſons, Papers and 
Necords: So that probably there was not in the 
Houſe a Man, who had ever peruſed the Journal. 
But ſurely there is very bad Logick in this Aſſer- 
tion. A Motion was made that certain Accounts 
mould be brought in, that it might be the better 


Known 


a. 
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known what Supplies were neceſſary to be given to 
their Majeſties. Therefore they were not called for 
as a Right, but deſired as a Direction for their Diſ- 
cretion in the Grants they were making. And 
pray, had they not a Right to call for that, which 
was to direct their Diſcretion ? But indeed the Au- 
thor of theſe Confiderations did not attend carefully 
to this Precedent, or did not apprehend the Im- 
port of it; for if he had, he would have found 


therein a ſtrong Aſſertion of the Right of the Com- 
mons to call for Accounts. 


Ir muſt be obſerved in the firſt Place, that the 
Reaſon for the Motion is given to the Houſe, not 
intended for an Apology to any other Body. 


TEN it appears, that the Secretary being pre- 


ſent took hold of the Opportunity, and informed 
the Houſe, that his Excellency the Lord Lieute- 
nant, had put the Papers into his Hands, to be laid 
before the Houſe : But the Houſe did not accept 


of them in that manner, and thereupon conceived. 
this Order : 


« ORDERED, That the State of the Revenue of 
ce the Nation, and the Eſtabliſhment, both Civil 


<< and Military, be brought into the Houſe the 


„ morrow Morning.“ 


Axp the morrow Morning they were brought in. 


Was this calling for a Right, or N a Direc- 


tion * 


THE 


41 


Tux Occaſion of the Reaſon for the Motion be- 
ing inſerted, appears evidently to proceed from that 
Reſentment which the Houſe ſhewed throughout 
the Seſſion, upon Account of the Indignity they 
thought had been put upon them, in the Lord 
Lieutenant's Speech. For by his Speech, they 
were given plainly to underſtand, that neither the 
Quantum of the Supply, nor the Means of raiſing it, 
were left to their Conſideration. And accordingly, 
two Money-Bills did afterwards make their Ap- 
pearance in the Houſe : One of which paſſed, and 
the other was thrown out. But ſurely from this 
Account of the Matter, it is evident, why thoſe 
Words, That it may be the better known what 
« Supplies are neceſſary to be given to their Ma- 
<«c. jeſties.” were inſerted; and that it could mean 
nothing more, than that they would have other 
Evidence of what Supplies were neceſſary, than the 
Bills, that they knew were provided for them. I 
muſt confeſs that Houſe of Commons were too 
fond of entering their Reaſons of Action upon 
their Journal. "They did not indeed want Spirit, 
but theywanted Prudence, in expreſsly ſetting down 
the Cauſe of exerciſing their Negative, which it was 
their Right by the Conſtitution to exerciſe; and 
therefore entering their Reaſons could do them no 
Service, and certainly gave great Advantage to 
their Adverſaries. But unhappily for this Enemy 
to the Rights of the Commons, the Houſe did that 
very Seſſion call for Accounts relating to forfeited 
Goods, and did on the 20th of October appoint a 
Committee to examine thoſe very Accounts; which 

cannot 


PE! 


cannot fail to ſtrike every Body with two Obſer- 
vations. 


F TS that theſe were not called for, 7. be BET- 


TER 70 know what Supplies * be granted to their 
Majeſties. 


 SxconDLY, that theſe were particularly Ac- 
counts relative to forfeited Goods ; (which have been 
called, in and out of Parliament, by all the Friends 
to the Previous Conſent, his Majeſty's private Eſ- 
tate ;) but were yet called for by the Commons, in 
their own Right, and that at a Time, when they 
knew there was a Commiſſion from his Majeſty, to 
make the ſame Enquiry ot of Parliament; and 
that the Committee did make a Report ; but its 
being made the laſt Day of the Seſſion, was the 
Cauſe that nothing farther was done thereon, 


Ix the next Place, the Confiderations aſſert, 
That for the ſame Reaſon, the Publick Ac- 
counts have been, every Seſſion ſince, brought 
into Parliament : So that, in Truth, were not 


Supplies demanded, ſuch Accounts would not 
% have been tendered.” 


(e 
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Taz laſt Part of this is merely conjectural; be- 
cauſe, there has not been a Parliament, wherein 
Supplies were not deſired, and the Accounts laid 
before the Houſe. Indeed the Seſſions of 1692 and 
of 1713 were cut ſhort by Prorogations, before 
they could compleat their Buſineſs : That of 
1692 was prorogued in Reſentment for an Invaſion 


On 
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on the Prerogative : That of 1713 was prorogued 
to ſave wicked Miniſters, who would have eſta- 
bliſhed Arbitrary Power in this Kingdom, the bet- 
ter to promote their Facobite Schemes; if they had 
not been checked in their Career, by a gallant Pro- 
teſtant Houſe of Commons, with a Speaker at their 
Head, zealous for the Sueceſſion in the illuſtrious Houſe 
of HANOVER, and by his Blood, Intereſt and 
Principles, firmly connected with the Rights of 


| his Country, 


Tux Author is certainly miſtaken in the firſt of 
his Aſſertions; and would have been convinced in 
that, if he had but caſt his Eye on the Proceedings 
in the Seſſion of 1695, next to his beloved one in 
1692. He would there have found, that the Pub- 
lick Accounts were called for by the Houſe, for 
various Purpoſes. That they were firſt referred to 
the Committee of Supply, and after the Quantum 
of Supply was reſolved, that then, at the Inſtance 
and Motion of the Committee of Supply, another 
Committee was appointed to examine the Accounts, 
and many Particulars were given in Charge to that 
Committee, no way relative to the Supply, but 


altogether to the Management of the Revenue. 


Is 1697, the Commons, by their own Autho- 
rity, ordered ſundry Accounts from the Trea- 
ſury, and from the Commiſſioners of the Reve- 
nue, to be laid before them, as of Right, and 
particularly of the Forfeitures ; which I cannot omit 
to obſerve, upon Account of that nice Diſtinction 
recently made, to ſerve a Turn, between the Pri- 
vate and 7 wa Eſtate of the Crown; a Diſtinction, 

4 which 


tg 
which we firid not favoured any where in the Com- 
mons Journal. 


I will readily grant, that when Accoumts have 
been brought into Parliament, without Call of the 
Commons, they have been generally brought in, 
to point out the Quantum of a Supply, or for ſome 


. Other Purpoſe of the Government. But it is as 


certain, that thoſe Accounts have been applied to 
other national Purpoſes, as often as the Commons 
liked ſo to do; and that the Commons have never 
looked upon themſelves to be circumſcribed by the 
Purpoſes for which the Accounts might have been 
at firſt introduced. 


In 1703, the Commons ordered the ſeveral Offi- 
cers to lay the ſeveral publick Accounts before the 
Houſe, and when they were brought in, a Com- 
mittee was appointed to inſpect them ; and this 
Committee did not act in the humble Manner the 
Confiderations would direct. 


Ir will not be improper to point out a few of 
the Obſervations of this Committee, that the Con- 
fiderations may be convinced they looked upon 
themſelves, to have more authority than ſome 
People would in theſe Days allow them. 


« Dake of St. Albans, Richard, Earl of Rane- 
& lagh, &c. Penſioners, We know not upon 


* what Conſiderations the above Penſions were 
on granted.” ” 


4 


"3 LIEVUTENANT 
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te L1EUTENANT Colonel Mentory's Pay of Lieu- 
© tenant Colonel and Captain of Foot, till pro- 
« vided for. Not provided for. Quere, why 
«ar 


% Mx. Juſtice Dobben, one of the Juſtices of the 
© Common Pleas, 600 IJ. Memorandum. He 


'< received 200 J. for two Circuits, of which he 


e went no Part, and which by the expreſs Words 


of the Eſtabliſhment, ought to be ſaved to the 


„ Queen.“ 


Ir would be too tedious in this Work, to recite 
more Articles of that ſpirited Report. I recom- 
mend it to the Peruſal of the Author of the Con- 
fiderations, that he may be ſatisfied, that a Com- 
mittee of Accounts hath ſomethiug more to do for 
the Nation, than barely to be directed, to aſcertain 
the Quantum of a Supply. . 

Tn Committee of Accounts in 1725 and 1745 
ſat long, after the Supply was granted, and exa- 
mined upon Oath ; which doth not ſeem to be a 
neceſſary Step toward granting a Supply. 


Bor why ſhould I laboriouſly ſearch for Evi- 
dence, when I can bring this Author, as uſual, to 
be a Witneſs againſt himſelf. 


He, in Page 47, forgetting all he had ſaid in 
former Pages, faith thus: Nor is the Publick 
* without a Remedy in Caſe of Abuſe : The true 


«« Parliamentary 
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© Parliamentary Check will always remain, either 
to withhold future Grants, in Proportion to Mit- 
« applications, or to puniſh thoſe, who ſhall 
wickedly adviſe ſuch Acts as would be a Breach 
of the publick Truſs,” | 


A 
* 


A 
* 
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Taz Author will not diſpute, that it will be ne- 
ceſſary to look into Accounts, to detect Muſes or 
Miſapplications of the publick Money. But if the 
Commons have not a Right to call for them for 
ſome other Purpoſe, than merely to direct them 
in granting Supplies, how ſhall they come to a 
Knowledge of the Abuſes or Miſapplications? He 
will not ſuppoſe, that Miniſters, who adviſe thoſe 
Abuſes, will publiſh their Offences, and ſupply E- 
vidence to ruin themſelves, if the Conſtitution will 
not compel them ſo to do. The Abſurdity is ſo 


great, that it would be an Affront to a Reader, to 
take more Pains, to expoſe it. 


A Committee of Accounts appears, from all that 
hath been ſaid, to have commenced with Parlia- 
ments after the Revolution, and is now become fo 
much a Part of the Parliamentary Conſtitution, that 
by a ſtanding Order of. the Houſe, no Supply can 
be granted, until the Committee ſhall make a Report; 
and when ever that Committee hath reported Credit 
to the Nation, it will be found by the uninterrupted 
Practice, that the Sum in Credit, whatever it hath 
been, was ever appropriated to the current Service 
of the next Term for which the Supply was grant- 
ed; and that it cannot be other wiſe, without break - 
ing in upon the Chain of publick Accounts, that 


D 2 hath 
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hath ſubſiſted fince the firſt Grant of additional, 
Duties, in Aid of the hereditary Revenue. 


Anp thus I am fairly brought to the proving, 
by the Law and Uſage of Parliament, that every 
Surplus of the Revenue hath been appropriated or 
applied by the Commons, to publick Service, with 
the Admiſſion and Aſſent of the Crown. 


- Taz farſt Parliament that met after the Parlia- 
ment of 1662, was that of 1692, as hath been 
often related. The War was not over more than a 
Year, when this Parliament aſſembled; the Coun- 
try was not then recovered from it's wretched Con- 
dition, and the Revenue could not be in a better 
State. So that we can learn nothing from this Pe- 
riod, relative to the Revenue, ſave that the 


Forfeitures were greatly miſmanaged and em- 
bezzled. 


Anp indeed the Reader would find little En- 
tertainment in any Matter I could pick out of 
the Parliamentary Hiſtory relative to the Subject I 
am upon, before 1703. Then indeed a regular 
Method of Proceeding was plan'd and executed, 
and hath been adhered to ſince. | 


Here I ſhall begin, and relate with Exactneſs 
the Proceeding of the Commons in granting of Sup- 
plies; which, if diligently attended to, will more 
effectually bring the preſent Controverſy to an End, 
than all the ingenious Arguments that can be in- 
vented. For Facts ſtare Men full in the Face, and 

Can 
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can only be put out of Countenance by Facts, Wit 
may get the better of Truth; but all the Argu- 
ments of the cunningeſt Logicians will not per- 
ſwade a Man, that his Eyes are not open when he 
ſeeth; or that he liveth not when he feels. To 
Facts ere dee he, that ſeeks ſincerely for Truth, 
will ever reſort, and when they declare againſt 
him, he will candidly ſubmit, and not trouble the 
World with Contention, or endeavour to engage A 
Men, to waſte their Time and diſturb their Neigh- . 
bours with everlaſting Diſputes and Wrangles, for ; 
the Sake of Conqueſt only. 


The Peace of Ryſwic was enſued by an Eu- 
gliſb Law for diſbanding the Army, except a cer- 
tain Number ; and by this Law, the King was per- 
mitted to keep up twelve thouſand Men in Ireland, 
to be eſtabliſhed in the Manner the Act preſcribed; 
to be all natural born Subjects, and to. be main- 
tained by Treland. This Eſtabliſhment was well 
pleaſing to the Kingdom, and the wiſe Hero then 
upon the Throne foreſaw, that France would not 
keep any Terms with her Neighbours longer, than 
while ſhe was recovering her Strength; and 
therefore reſolved to make : as good an Uſe of the 
Law, as he might, and to fill | the Jriſb Eſtabliſh- 
ment. This neceſſarily drew after it, a great Ex- - 
pence, which, as it waz ſoon diſcovered, the Here- 1 
ditary-Revenue could not alone afford; and there- 
fore a Parliament was called in 1703, the Duke 


of Ormond being Lord Lieutenant, to give an Aid 
to that Revenue. 


= Tur 


Day, without Variation. 
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Tur Lord Lieutenant told the Commons from 
the Throne, That her Majeſty expected from 
* them only to Diſcharge the Publick Debts, and 
c to make the Revenue EQUAL to the Expence of 
Government.“ 


Axp from the fixed Rule in this Speech, the 
Meaſure of Supply has been computed from that 


* 


In the Addreſs of Thanks, the Commons pro- 
miſed, „To do all in their Power, in their then 
« Circumſtances, for diſcharging the Debt of the 


Nation, and defraying the Expence of the 
« Eſtabliſhment.” | 


Axp toward fulfilling their Engagement, they 
reſolved, <* That a Supply be granted to her Ma- 
« jeſty.” But before they proceeded to aſcertain 
the Quantum of that Supply, they appointed a 
Committee to inſpect the Publick Accounts, which 
they had called for, and to report their Opinion. 


Ty then paſſed a Bill, „For an additional 
„ Duty of Exciſe upon Beer, Ale and other Li- 
% quors, for one Year,” which had been propoſed 


in Council and tranſmitted in Form, according to 


Poyning's Law, and became a Law, before the 
Supply was granted. 


The Committee of Accounts next made a Re- 
port, and received the Thanks of the Houſe, for 


ſaving 


„ 

ſaving the Nation a Sum of one hundred and 
three thouſand, three hundred and ſixty eight 
Pounds, four Shillings and four Pence, which by 
Miſrepreſentation was charged as a Debt on the 
Nation; and then the Houſe proceeded to vote a 
Supply, which was done with the ſtricteſt Regard 
to the Demand from the Throne, and to their own 
Engagement. 


Fox paſt Time, they reſolved; “ That the 
% Funds formerly granted by Parliament, and he 
& Revenue of the Kingdom, were ſufficient to ſupport 
the Government, and to diſcharge the publick 
5 Debts to and from Michaelmas 1703.” 

For Time to come, they reſolved ; © That the 
* Supply be a Sum ſufficient to make up the De- 
% ficiency of the Revenue, to ſupport the ne- 


ce ceſſary Branches of the Eſtabliſhment for two 
«© Tears.“ 


THren they reſolved; That a Sum not exceeding 
© one hundred and fifty Thouſand Pounds be 
« granted, to make good the Deficiency of the 
« neceſſary Branches of the Eſtabliſhment, for the 
„Support of the Government for two Years.” 


THe Quantum of the Supply being thus fixed, 
the Ways and Means of raiſing this Supply 
were next to be thought of : For this Purpoſe 
they reſolved ; 
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I. « Thar ſuch Debt as ſhall appear to be 
« Jue to the Nation, ſhall be Part of the one 
ce hundred and hity Thouſand Pounds granted 
c to her Majeſty.” 


N. **. That the half Year S * Quit-Rent, which 
ec became due at Michaelmas, amounting to twen- 
« ty-nine Thouſand Pounds, is ſuch a Debt due to 
<« the Nation, as ought to be taken and reckoned 

“as Part of the one hundred and fifty thouſand 
| 6 Pounds granted to her Majeſty.” 


III. e THAT there is a further Debt of two 
<« thouſand, two hundred and thirteen Pounds, 
« four Shillings and eleven Pence due to the Na- 
t tion, which ought to be taken and reckoned as 
* Part of the one hundred and fifty Thouſand 
66 Pounds granted to her Majeſty.” 


* 


| a iden the additional Duty of Exciſe up- 


K an Beer, Ale and other Liquors, granted by an 

Act of this preſent Seſſion of Parliament for one 
«© Year, commencing Michaelmas 1702, be va- 
* Jued at, and taken for thirty Thouſand of the 
« ſaid one hundred and bey Thouſand Pounds 
Fc granted to her Majeſty.” 


V. < That the ſame additional Duty of Exciſe 
„ upon Beer, Ale and other Liquors, granted 
* for one Year by Act of this preſent Seſſion of 
* Parliament, be further continued upon all Beer, 

cc . 
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Ale and other Liquors, for and until Michael. 


; 
f mas 170g. 
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VI. Tnar the additional Duty of three 
Pence Halt-penny per Pound Weight, upon 
all Tobacco, which ſhall be imported into 
this Kingdom, for two Years, ſhall be taken 
for fifty Thouſand Pounds, of the one hundred 
* and fifty Thouſand Pounds grant to her 
$6 Majeſty. "” | 
* 

BESsTIDE thoſe recited Articles, there were ad- 
ditional Duties granted upon Linen, Muſlin, 
Calicoes, and Molaſſes, and four Shillings per 
Pound on certain Penſions and Grants, the Pro- 
duct of which, it was expected, would amount to 
the Remainder of the Sum of one hundred and 
fifty Thouſand Pounds, 


Hzaps of a Bill were ordered upon the ſaid Re- 
ſolutions, and a Law afterwards paſſed, to grant 
to the Queen, the ſeveral additional Duties men- 
tioned in the Reſolutions, with a general Preamble, 
ſetting forth, That the Commons well knowing, 
that the Security, Peace, and Proſperity of this 
c your Majeſty's Realm, neceſſarily depend on 
te the Support of your Majeſty's Government, have 
* in moſt thankful Acknowledgment of your Ma- 
e jeſty's moſt gracious Diſpoſition and tender Care 
eto preſerve your People, in the full and free En- 


joyments of their Religion, Laws and Liberties, 


* (the Effects and Fruits whereof do daily rejoice 
* the 
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« the Hearts of all your good Subjects) freely, 


C chearfully and unanimouſly given to your Ma- 
6c jeſty, Se.“ | 


Ir the Repreſentatives of thoſe Days had been 
all Prophets they could not have provided a more 
ample Proof of the Power of Parliament over the 
Hereditary Revenue, and of their Title to every 
Surplus ariſing thereupon, than this which they 
have tranſmitted to us; with which alone we are 
able to encounter ſucceſsfully every Argument 
that hath been produced in Favour of the zove! 
Political Maxim, of the Previous Conſent of the 
Crown being neceſſary, before the Commons can 
even propoſe to apply any Surplus. 


For hence we may obſerve, that under the 
Title of a Supply EQUAL fo a Charge, no Proviſion 
can be made for future Contingencies, becauſe 
they cannot be foreſeen; therefore what are called 
extraordinary Expences of Government (amongſt 
which are King's Letters) muſt be in the Commons 
alone to allow or diſallow, there being no Provi- 
ſion made for them; and that when the Charge 
and Revenue are made by Computation ExuAL, 
if the Charge diminiſhes, or the Revenue increaſes, 
the Advantage ought to accrue to the Publick ; 
for, if the Publick muſt repair the Deficiency, it 
ought certainly to avail it ſelf of any Improvement. 


And this will be found, to have been the uniform 
Practice of Parliament. 


Tus 
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Tur Demand from the * that the Re- 
venue ſhould be made xqvAl. to the- Charges of 
Government, which hath not been varied in Sub- 
ſtance to this Day, ſhould alone determine the 
Queſtion, and give up the Surplus to the Manage- 
ment of the Publick. 


Bur to remove all Pretences for even doubting; 


fortunately it happened, that at the ſame time, a 


full Expoſition of the Intentions of all Parties was 
made, and as clear and explicite a Declaration of 
the Right of the Commons, to apply every Sur- 
plus, as Men could think of. 

TRE Intention of the Crown is evident, that all 
it deſired was to have from the Subject, as much 
Aid as, being joined to the Produce of the Heredi- 
tary-Revenue, would ſupport the Government; and 
the only Support the Government expected was, 
to have its Eftabliſhment maintained. For by a 
fixed Eſtabliſhment only could the Proportion be 
aſcertained between the Charge and the Revenue, 
The Commons having taken the Eſtabliſhment 
into Conſideration, (for they did not look upon 
themſelves to be bound even by that) and having 
cenſured very freely the unneceſſary Branches there- 
of, made an Eſtimate of the ſtanding Revenue of 
the Kingdom, and found there would be required 
one hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds, to be 
given in Aid of that Revenue, to ſupport the ne- 
ceſſary Branches of the Eſtabliſnment for two 
Years, 


To 


* 
oy 


ed. 
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To raiſe this Sum, they firſt applied Quit-Rents, 
due at Michaetmas, to the Value of twenty-nine 
thouſand Pounds. Quit-Rents are undoubtedly 
Part of the Revenue before granted to the Crown 
and indeed that Part, that the Advocates for the 


Previous Conſent moſt ſtrongly inſiſt upon, to be pri- 


vate Eſtate, as iſſuing out of Forfeitures. Vet with- 
out any Oppoſition from the Servants of the Crown, 
this is called a Debt due to the Nation, and applied 
in expreſs Terms by the Publick, to the Uſe of the 
Publick. That this Application may appear in its 
ſtrongeſt Light, it ſhould be obſerved, that the 
Proviſion making for the Support of Government 
was to commence from Michaelmas 1503, at which 
time theſe Quit-Rents became due, and there- 
fore the Revenue un1pplied at that Day was really 
a Surplus, after the Exigencies of Government 
were ſatisfied, and returned to the Publick, and 


was appropriated in the Manner I have mention- 


Now, Reader, be ſo juſt to yourſelf and the 
Majority of your faithful Repreſentatives, as to 
turn to Page 42 of the Confiderations, where you 
will find the following Words : 


% Taz going through the Accounts, is only to 
enable the Houſe to judge, what may be the 
Meaſure for the Supply ; not to appropriate the 
Ballance, if any there ſhould be; for that re- 
mains as Money already veſted in the Crown, 
for Publick Services. And J do not know of 


__ any 
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« any Inſtance, where ſuch Ballance has ever been 


c appropriated by Parliament, without the previous 


% Conſent of the Crown.” 


Can there be an Excuſe invented for this Au- 


thor, who went back to 1692, to find out a falla- 
cious Argument, to diveſt the Commons of a moſt 
important Power, the Inſpection of Publick Ac- 


counts; and would not ſtop in his Way, at 1703, 


to read. and conſider a Precedent that would have 
ſaved him much Trouble in contriving, and me 


a. good deal of Labour in unraveling his intangled 


Work £ 2 


In the next Place, they applied, Another Debt 


* of two thouſand, two hundred and thirteen 
« Pounds, four Shillings, and eleven Pence, due 
« to the Nation, to the ſame Purpoſe.” 


Tais will admit in moſt Part of the ſame Rea- 
ſoning with the laſt. 


In the third Place, they applied the Additional 
Duty of Exciſe upon Beer, c. granted by an Act 
of the ſame Seſſion, to the ſame Purpoſe, and va- 
lued it at thirty thouſand Pounds. 


Axp then, they proceeded to fix upon additi- 
onal Duties to e the Sum. 


One riſen from the dead could not convince Per- 


ſons, who will ſhut their Eyes, and ſtop their Ears 


againſt ſuch concluſive Evidence as this, 
Ir 
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Ir will probably be ſaid, that theſe Things are 
not mentioned in the Act of Parliament, and there- 
fore do not appear to have been legally granted. 


To which this will be a full Anſwer: That they 
needed not be mentioned in the Act of Parliament, 
which was only to authorize a new Collection of 
Duties; but that the great Duties granted by the 
Act of Parliament, having been valued in the 
Committee of Way. and Means, if thoſe Debts, 
and Additional Duties were not taken as Part of 
the Supply of one hundred and fifty thouſand 
Pounds, it would have been deficient in the Sum 
of ſixty one thouſand, two hundred, and thirteen 
Pounds, four Shillings and eleven Pence. 


Ix the Seſſions of 1705 and 1707, there do not 


appear any Particulars remarkable upon this Oc- 
calion. 


gur in 1709, the Committe of Accounts re- 
ported; * That there will remain in Credit to the 
% Nation at Midſummer 1709, over and above all 
<« Charges of Government, ſeventy one thouſand 


* and nineteen Pounds, one Shilling and five 
F Fence.” 


This conſiderable Surplus, very conſiderable 
indeed, when the Supply for one Year amounted 
but to ſeventy-five thouſand Pounds, was the par- 
ticular Object and Care of the Earl of Wharton, 


then 
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then Lord Lieutenant, who, doubtleſs, wiſhed to 
ſee it diſpoſed of to the beſt Advantage: And 
therefore propoſed in his Speech from the Throne, 
C That the Commons ſhould take into Conſidera- 
<« tion, whether it would not be for their Service 
to put ſome of their Fortifications in a better 
« Condition of Defence ; and whether it would 
c not be reaſonrble for them to have a ſufficient 
Quantity of Ammuaition and warlike Stores al- 
« ways before hand; and whether it would not 
< beabſolutely neceſſary to think of building ſome 
“ proper and fate Place for the keeping of thoſe 
« Arms and Stores, which-they had already, and 


<« which they might think fit thereafter to pro- 
« vide.“ 


s . 0% 


Tax Ingenuity of Men could not deviſe a more 
effectual Method to diſpoſe of a Redundancy. 


Taz Houſe of Commons of Ireland never 
wanted Generoſity to their Governors, when they 
were not dealt with roughly, and this Governor 
was too well acquainted with the World, not to 
know how to pleaſe thoſe he wanted to win. 


So that the Committee of Supply, having, as 


uſual, noted a Supply for the neceſſary “ Branches 
“ of the Eſtabliſhment,” in the next Place re- 
ſolved; 


* 


6 THAT a Supply be granted to his Majeſty fbr 

„ buying Arms, Ammunition, and other warlike 
6 Stores for the Militia of this Kingdom; and for 
| building 


2 . » 2. 

*C - * 2 E _— », 
8 D = "as 2 N 
TY” pg N E r 
* X CATE + 2 


1641 
« building and providing Arſenals in the ſeveral 
&< Provinces of the Kingdom, to lodge and ſecute 


<« the ſaid Arms, and Ammunition and other war- 
« like Stores.” 


Ax p what amounts to a Demonſtration, that the 
Redundancy was the Fund for this new Charge is 
this, that the Supply granted for the uſual Service 
of the Publick, and for theſe additional Services, 
which beſpoke great Expence, was but the old one 
of ſeventy-five thouſand Pounds per Annum ; and 
that inſtead of adding new Duties, the old Duties 
upon white, painted and ſtained Callicoes, and all other 
Sorts of Linen, were granted to the Uſe of the Linen 


Manufacture. 


Ix 1710, the Committee of Accounts reported 
in the firſt Place, THAT THE BALLANCE Du 
& TO THE NATION AT MIDSUMMER 1709, A- 
MOUNTING TO SEVENTY-ONE THOUSAND AND 
NINETEEN POUNDS, ONE SHILLING AND FIVE 
Pencs, HALF-PENNY, HAS BEEN DULY CRE- 
DITED TO THE PUBLICK ;” and reported alſo a 
new Bailance of eleven thouſand, five hundred, 
forty- ſeven Pounds, ſeven Shillings and eleven 
Pence, to be due to the Nation at Midſummer 
þ |» 


60 
cc 
cc 


cc- 


In 1711, the Committee of Accounts, with like 
Care, reported, THAT THE BALLANCE IN 1710 
© WAS DULY CREDITED TO THE PUBLICK ; and 
< that there was chen i in Credit to the Nation a Sum 


* of 
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© of fix thouſand, four hundred, thirty-three 
« Pounds, ſeventeen Shullings and ſeven Pence.” 


IN 1713, there was no Report from the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, the Parliament having been 
ſuddenly prorogued, for a * herein 'before 
* 


3 in 1715, the Committee of Accounts car- 
ried back their Inquiry to the Year 1711, and re- 
ported, Tnar Dus CREDIT HAD BEEN GIVEN 
« 20 Tur PUBLICK FOR THE DALLANCE IN 
22 Rane 


In the Committee of Supply of this Year, there 


is a very remarkable Reſolution, which ſhews the 


great Care and Nicety there was in thoſe Days, 
that the Publick ſhould have due Credit upon all 
Occaſions. There was, as there is {till, upon the 
Eſtabliſhment, a certain Proviſion for the Support 
of Barracks: This having been provided for, bur 
not expended, the Committee of Supply refolved, 
That Credit ought to be given to the Kingdom 
“for ſeven thouſand, one hundred, forty two 
«© Pounds, three Shillings and a Farthing,” being 
« uniſſued of the Barrack-Fund;” which reduced 
the Debt of the Nation, as reported by the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, to ſixteen thouſand, one 
hundred and fix Pounds, eleven Shillings, and one 
Halt-penny, which was the firſt Debt contracted 
by 25 Kingdom. 


* | Is 


> en IE ITT Pe 
3 * e — N * 


— n 
o $ — % 


>, 


l PP: goons + 0 
I * 
+ - "x O_o 
bh dof 5 Aw : » = 

Wo WW. - 5% , "of 

Te 8 2 dn a aw * 
Ks ** B _ n Y 
7 _— . I jd - 
i oath — » 
F 1 tom s . 


* ww, L * 
A 92 ht 


r 

5 CON 

£4 E 

e \ R 

r 
* * * * * — 
25 


1 


by as; Po 
— 


4 4 
1 
4 
{44 
AJ 
* * 
14 
AY 
4 
"yg 
— 
1 
N +: 
= 
"#1 
4 . F 
3 
„ 
43H 
. <8 
- Mp 
"£8 
"MY 
23 * 
— 
oy IS. 
9 
. 
1 
TEL. 
4 
7 
4 4 
"wFY 
x £83 
4 
441 
Wo 
. A 
1 . 
3 
BE 
4 
1 
1 
i 


| 


— 3 
n r 
hn. 


wt EE DC 1 3 — 
e Sai Frm 2 2 * — 2 7 
2 4 ” -— 0 * * + 
ws 1 ae hs Fi; 1-4 _— 32 A'S 1 N * »- „ * 2 ” 
* r BEE we * n wt 3 WT 4 YO the 
Wome” ww "— <4 2 * * 44+5. - 4 C 7 W k * 3 he 
* 7 ds OS. 25 —_— 3 * — oF Wa 


—4£." ,vag7 2 — 

— 

— 2 3 
r * * 22 
x 


r 
n + — 
———— 2 — — 


* 
il _ . 
22 2 


+ by 4 
"= 2 3 * 


2 
SEC's os 


2 IT . 
1 >; as 
xy _ — 


— 
— —- 


[ 66 


Ix this Seſſion fifty thouſand Pounds were hers 


rowed at Intereſt, to put the Kingdom into a pro- 


per Condition of Defence ; left any Diſturbance, 
encouraged by the Rebellion in Scotland, ſhould 
happen therein, in Favour of the Pretender. 


Ix the Committee of Ways and Means, „The 
« Produce of a Bill paſſed, for granting additional 
% Duties upon Beer, Ale, Strong Waters, To- 
e bacco, and other Goods and Merchandizes, 
ce for ſix Months,” was voted Part of the Sup- 
ply, as was before done in the Year 1703. 


Axp there can be no Diſpute that this was as 
abſolute a Law, as any of thoſe that created the 
Hereditary Revenue; and that, if the Commons 
had not a Right to apply to the. Publick Service, 
the Produce of the Hereditary-Revenue, neither 
had they of this recent Law. It was as full a 
Grant to the Crown ; the Truſt was the ſame in 
the one as the other; yet did not the leaſt Objec- 
tion ariſe to this Application. 


To pay the Intereſt of the fifty thouſand Pounds, 


ſome additional Taxes were created ; amongſt 


which was one of four Shillings in the Pound up- 
on Penſions and Employments : But theſe new 
Taxes were added to the aggregate Fund, and no 
ſeparate Account kept of them. 


Tux Debt then in 1715 was the Sum of ſixty- 
ſix thouſand, one hundred and ſix Pounds, eleven 
Shillings and one Half- penny, and grew in 1717 

to 
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to ninety- four thouſand, five hundred and forty- 
four Pounds, thirteen Shillings and two Pence, 
three Eighths. 


In 1719, the Debt fell to eighty-ſeven thouſand, 
five hundred and eleven Pounds, four Shillings 
and ſeven Pence Farthing; in 1721, to ſeventy- 
ſeven thouſand, two hundred, and ſixty-one 
Pounds, ſix Shillings and ſeven Pence: and in 
1723, to ſixty-ſix thouſand, three hundred and 
eighteen Pounds, eight SUR and three Pence 
Farthing. 


In thoſe ſeveral Inſtances of reducing the za- 
tional Debt, ſince the Year 171 7, no other Means 
were made uſe of for that Purpoſe, but an Appli- 
cation of the ſeveral Surpluſes. Hence it is mani- 
feſt, that in that Time a Sum of twenty-eight thou- 
ſand, two hundred, and twenty-ſix Pounds (being 


the Surplus upon the whole Revenue) was, with- 


out Heſitation or Contradiction, applied to eaſe 
ſo much of what was called the national Debt: 
And it is as ſure that this was done, without any 
Form of Previous Conſent, but in the ordinary 
Mannerof accounting between Debtor and Creditor; 
the ſame Manner, that hath been continued to this 
Day, as will hereafter clearly appear. 


In 1725, the Debt grew to one hundred and 


nineteen thouſand, two hundred and fifteen Pounds, 


five Shillings and three Pence; in 1727, to one 
bundred and twenty-ſeven thouſand, three hundred 


and ſeventy- one Pounds, fifteen Shillings and fix 


E 2 Pence; 
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Pence; and in 1729, to two hundred and twenty 
thouſand, ſeven hundred and thirty Pounds, fif- 
teen Shillings and three Pence. 


THis great Debt occaſioned ſo large an Arrear 
upon the Eſtabliſhment, eſpecially upon the Mili- 
tary Part thereof, that it cauſed Inconveniencies 
and Difficulties to the Government ; which the 
Commons reſolved to remove, not having any rea- 
ſonable Hopes, that the ordinary Revenue would 
be ſufficient to reduce ſo conſiderable a Debt, in 
any convenient time. For this Purpoſe they re- 
ſolved to borrow one hundred and fifty thouſand 
Pounds, and to provide a ſeparate Fund, to pay 
the Intereſt of that and the fifty thouſand formerly 
borrowed, until the Principal ſhould be paid off : 
Becauſe, as the Preamble to the Act expreſſed, 
* So great a Debt could not AT PRESENT be diſ- 
e“ charged, and the neceſſary Branches of your 
« Majeſty's Eſtabliſhment ſupported, without 
ſuch Supplies as would greatly burthen your 
« Majeſty's faithful Subjects of this Kingdom.“ 


A 


% 


2 K 


Tow aRD paying this Intereſt they took the Tax 
of four Shillings per Pound upon Penſions and Em- 
ployments, which was originally added to the ag- 
gregate Fund for Payment of the Intereſt of fifty 
thouſand Pounds, from the ordinary Supply, and 
made it Part of this appropriated Fund, by which 
the Intereſt of the whole Debt was to be paid. 


ANOTHER great Arrear grew upon the Eſta- 
Ns ram of 173:, and it was found neceſſary to 
borrow 
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borrow one hundred thouſand Pounds more, to add 
it to the former Debt, and to appropriate the 
fame Fund to the Payment of the Intereſt of this 
new Debt alſo, and to apply its Surplus, whatever 
it might be, toward Diſcharge of the Principal, by 
a new Law, with the like Preamble, importing, 
<< That ſo great a Debt could not aT PRESENT 
<< be diſcharged, and the neceſſary Branches of 
the Eſtabliſhment ſupported.” 


Trg were afterwards other Sums borrowed, 
and placed upon the ſame Fund, to be paid Inte- 
reſt thereout. _ 


Tux Law for providing this Intereſt had never 
any Continuance longer than for two Years ; and 
one political Reaſon, plainly to be diſcovered, was, 
that though they could not Ar PRESENA diſcharge 
the Principal, ont of the uſual Supplies, (which, 
truly they had a gloomy Proſpect of ever being 
able to do) yet it was not fit totally to give it up, 
as a thing altogether deſperate; and therefore, by 
giving the Law but two Years Continuation, they 
reſerved a Power of applying any Surplus that 
might ariſe to this PUBLI CK Service. 


Wer ETHER this Reaſon was expreſſed or im- 


plied, it matters not. It is clear, that the Publick 


Accounts always did keep the Principal and In- 
tereſt of the Debt ſeparate ; and in the National 
State of the Account, made up and ſigned by his 
Majeſty's Accountant-General, the Principal Debt 
| bath . been carried on as a Charge againſt 
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the Nation, without any Notice taken of Intereſt; 
and Credit hath ever been given for the Surplus a- 
riſing upon the Fund provided for paying Intereſt, 
and made applicable by Law, to go toward the 
Diſcharge of the Principal. | 


For the Illuſtration of this Matter, I muſt in- 
ſert States of the National Account at different 
Periods. T9 


A GENERAL State of the National Account, from 
Lady-day 1749, to Lady-day 1751. 


Hereditary Revenue, nett 872800 18 114 
Additional Duties, nett, with 4 | 
Poundage — 1 2 
Surplus of Loan Duties, over In- 
tereit — 20047 2 3 
1266131 2 £54 


Debt of the Nation at Lady-day 
1749 — 205117 18 6 
Civil Liſt — — 146134 8 42 
Military Eſtabliſhment — — 760151 19 1 
Payments purſuant to Act of Par- i 
lament, Sc. 


126356 14 62 


— 


1 


Which beingdeducted from the 
amount of the Revenues, there 
will remain in Credit to the 5 
Nation at Lady-day 1741 — 22370 1 114 
A on- 


1243707 6 


„ 


L 27 1 
A GENERAL State of the National Account from 
Lady -day 1751, to Lady-day 1753. 


Credit remaining to the Nation at | 
Lady-day 1751 — 


Hereditary Revenue, nett — 866672 6 3 


Additional Duties, nett, with 

Poundage Fees — 3497 1929 
Surplus of Loan Duties, over 

and above Intereſt - — — 25089 14 1 


1263865 16 11 


Civil Liſt — 143708 8 

Military Eſtabliſhment . 0573 +7 Þ 

Payments purſuant to Acts of 5 
Parliament, Sc. — — 152415 9 7 


r ů—5ðri ˙ä§- 


1058691 17 10 


Which being deduQted from the 
former Credit and Revenues, 
there will remain in Credit to 
the Nation at Lady-day 1753. 205173 19 1 


— 9 * 


II is not a little ſurprizing, that it ſhould be 
thought at this time neceſſary, to wait for the 
Conſent of the Crown, to apply what the Crown 
hath already, by its Servants, given the Nation 
Credit for, and which only waits for proper Appli- 
cation. But the Obſervations have made two Ob- 
jections to my Train of Argument which muſt be 
anſwered, or all the Pains I have taken will little 
avail. 


E 4 Is 


172] 


Is ſtating. the Account of 1743, he faith, That 
e the National Debt appears to be but two hun- 
« dred and fifty-eight thouſand, five hundred and 
« ſeventeen Pounds, ten Shillings, and ſix Pence, 
&« and at the ſame Time the Nation paid Intereſt 
for three hundred and thirty. five thouſand 
cc Pounds ; ; and that the Revenue exceeded the 
“ Charge of Government, in the two Years imme- 


.« diately preceding, by the Sum of ſeventy-one 


« thouſand,nine hundred and forty-ſevenPounds.” 


Bx it ſo: What is the Inference? That it is ex- 
tracrdinary, that the Nation ſhould be reported, to be in 
Debt but two hundred and fifty-eight thouſand, five 
bundred and ſeventeen Pounds, ten Shillings, and fix 
Pence; and ſhould, if it had a Power over the Surplus, 
without the PREVviIOUs CONSENT of the Crown, pay 
at the ſame time Intereſt for ſo much a greater Sum; 
and not only ſubmit to this Hardſhip, but alſo raiſe a 
* Sum of Jenemy e Pounds, at r 


Tur ior of theſe Obſervations will find, it 
he pleaſes to examine, that the Difference between 
the two Debts, amounts but to ſeventy-fix thou- 
ſand four hundred and eighty-two Pounds, nine 
Shillings and fix Pence; and that the Ballance in 
the Treaſury was really, at that Time, but thirty- 
three thouſand, fix hundred and nineteen Pounds, 
ſeven Shillings: and ten Pence; and that the former 
Difference was occaſioned by the Nation having 
Credit for all Arrrears, ſome of which never will 
become Caſh, This Matter was not forgotten to 


be 


731 
be mentioned in the Houſe at that Time; but up- 
on receiving this fair Anſwer, was not further in- 
ſiſted upon. Yet let us ſuppoſe the whole Sum 
had been in the Treaſury ; will any Men of Loy- 
alty ſay, that the Commons of IRELAND, diſtin- 


guiſned jor their firm Attachment to the illuſtrious 


Houſe of HAN OVER, ſhould: not rather borrow 
any Sum they wanted atany Intereſt, than to take 
from that Treaſure, at a Seaſon when an Army 
of Scorcy Rebels had preſumed to march into 
the Heart of EncLand ; when all the PRorEST- 
ANTS in IRELAND were arming, to attend every 
Call for the Service of their Excellent King and 
his Royal Houſe, whoſe Succeſs alone could give 
them Security. 


AnD indeed the Neceſſity of not touching that 
Money appeared evidently in 1747, when the 
Charge of Government exceeded the Revenue by 
fifty- ſeven thouſand, eight hundred and thirty- 
ſeven Pounds,. ſixteen Shillings and four Pence; 


which appears by the National Account of that 
Seſſion, vi. 


National Charge of P 14206 15 1 
Revenue, nett, — 


Difference 57837 16 4 


By this true State of the Caſe, it Cm that 
if the Commons had not been more prudent, than 
the Obſervations would have had them, the Govern- 
ment would have lain under freſh Difficulties, at a 

Time 
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Time when they could not have been eaſily 
* 


Ir doth not appear there was any Surplus wor- 
thy the Conſideration of Parliament, until the French 
War ended in 748: Then indeed there was ſo 
prodigious an Importation of Food for Luxury, that 
the Revenue afforded an unnatural Redundancy 
and it cannot be laid to the Charge af the Com- 
mons that they let the firft Opportunity paſs them, 
for they made the Application of 1280001. in 1749. 


TRESE Obſervations have made uſe of one Ar- 
gument to captivate, that, if true, would not 
anſwer their Purpoſe long; but as it is falſe, muſt 
in the End bring great Prejudice to their Cauſe. 


Ir begins, Page 20, obſerving, That in the 
4 Year 1741, there were Savings to the Nation, 


On the Military Eſtabliſhment 178130 11 O 
„On the Civil Liſt — 1 2 


179332 12 2 


** which,” they add, © was a very great Eaſe to 
the Nation.” 


Pace 21, they make the like Remark of the 
Year 1743. | 


Pack 22, of the Year 1745. 
5 2 
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Anp Page 23, of the Year 1747. And in ſuc- 
ceeding Pages they repeat the Remark of the fol- 
lowing Periods. 


Ix Pages 36 and 37, they apply their Doctrine to 
uſe, and carry a Lift of all the Savings, which they 
make to amount to four hundred, fixty-nine thouſand, 
five hundred and one Pounds: And in Page 38, have 
drawn from the Whole this notable Concluſion, 
That it appears, that the redundant Money in the 
« Treaſury, did not ariſe, as ſome have vainly 
„ imagined, from Exceedings in the Aids granted 
< to the Crown. It aroſe from Savings on the 
Military Eſtabliſhment, and Civil Lift, which 
„ amounted to above 1000007). more than the 
< higheſt Loan, and other Debt of the Nation 
* ever was.” And Page 39, they boaſt, « That 
ce they have confined themſelves to Facts, that 
< cannot be controverted,” and that therefore 
they believe, That the unprejudiced Reader, will 
cc find ſufficient Reaſon to judge, that the Fomen- 
ce 7ors of the rejecting the Bill, (that is, the Majority 
« of the Houſe of Commons) do not deſerve the much 
<« reſpected Names of PATRIOTs, anD DEFEn- 
„ DERS OF THE LIBERTIES OF THEIR CounTRY.” 


The Friends of that Majority of the Com- 
MONS (of which Number, in Pride, I profeſs my- 
ſelf one) will ſtruggle hard before they loſe thoſe 
much reſpected Names, which are given them by 
about two Millions of People, notwithſtanding 
all the irregular Attempts made to poiſon their 
| Minds, 


[76] 
Minds. Therefore I muſt take the Liberty to 
controvert the Fas, upon which the Obſervations 
are founded, 


I SHALL not take any Notice of the Savings upon 
the Civil Lift ; they are not worth repeating. 


Tur Military Savings are the only Object wor- 
thy Conſideration, and ſhall be fully explained. 
EveryBody muſt remember that theWar with Spait 
broke out in 1739, and the War with France in 

1743, or thereabout. Ireland is, in Time of Peace, 
a Nurſery for Troops for Great-Britain; therefore 
in War- time theſe Troops are, as many as are want- 
ed, carried into Great Britain or abroad, as Occa- 
fion requires. Great Britain having had upon her 
Hands at once a War with two ſuch formidable 
Powers, was obliged to exert all her Force; to keep 
her Garriſons full abroad to prevent Surprizes; to 
act offenſively in America, and upon the Continent 
of Europe; and defenſively at Home, Pro aris & 


. focis, againſt Scorch REBELS, acting in Favour of 


a PopisH PRETENDER, ſupported by FRANCE. 
In theſe various Diſtreſſes ſhe had a Right to com- 
mand all the Troops of this Country to her Aſſiſt- 
ance z and ſhe did command them as ſhe pleaſed; 
and ſhe might have commanded, in the ſame man- 
ner, every PROTEST ANT in IRELAND that could 
have carried a My/et, or made even one of a Bag- 
gage guard, The leaſt Murmur was not heard in 
IsELAwD, though ſhe paid ſome of her Troops out 
of the Kingdom upon that Occaſion: So zealous 
6 were 


tm] 
were all to ſpend their Blood and Treaſure in the 
glorious Caule. 


WHENEVER the Eſtabliſhment 1s laid before the 
Houſe of Commons for a Supply, it is provided 
for as if it were full, though it is well known not 
to be full at the Time; but it is ſo ordered, leſt 
it may happen to be full before the ſucceeding 
Seſſion. This was the Caſe throughout the War, 
and therefore the Difference, between the Provi- 
ſion made, and the Expence incurred, ſhould not, 
for it cannot properly, be called a Saving. The 
Accountants charge the Nation with the whole 
Eſtabliſhment, and give them Credit for as much 
of the Eſtabliſhment as was not full, What Ad- 
vantage hath the Nation by this? It cannot need 


much Proof, that it greatly redounds to the Profit | 


of the Kingdom, to keep its Eſtabliſhment full, 
though a greater Expence were to follow. 


Bur granting this to be a Saving; how much 
thereof is in the Treaſury ? Very little, truly. To 


prove this, I need only ſhew the fallacions Method 


of ſtating the Account, by the Obſervations, to 
the Year 1749, at which the Surplus was firſt ap- 
plied by Parliament to the Payment of the Debt. 


| E. 
Tux Saving in 1741, fay the 
Obſervations, __ 


179332 12 2 


The National Account for 1741, tells a very 


different Story. 
Charge 
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Charge of Government 929859 9 4 
Revenue Nett — — 1 14 7 


Charge above Revenue 53048 14 9 which 
increaſed the National Debt juſt ſo much: Where 
were the Savings and the Eaſe to the Nation? 


So in 1743, ſay they, the J. . d. 
Saving was 113852 7.74 


Behold again the National Account at that Period. 
„ 


Charge of Government 898 108 9 9 


Revenue Nett 


l 16 2 


Charge above Revenue 3849 13 ON kick. 


again increaſed the National Debt. 


In 1745 and 1747 they make J. s. d. 
the Saving — 103299 10 8 


The National Account ſtands thus: 


4 6M 
Revenue Nett — 1773609 8 4 
Charge of Government 1755650 6 11 


G 


Revenue above Eſtabliſhments 7959 1 5 which 


was carried to the Credit of the Nation as a 
Surplus. 


So that the ſuppoſed * miſrepreſent- 
ed to have grown in that Time, of three hundred, 
ninety- 


7 
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 hinety-eight thouſand one hundred and ninety-four 
Pounds, ten Shillings and two Pence, is thus re- 


duced to ſeventeen thouſand, nine hundred, and 


fifty · nine Pounds, one Shilling and five Pence. 


Av ſtill it is made leſs conſiderable by the 
Revenue of 1745 and 1747 exceeding the 
Revenue of 1741 and 1743, by a Sum of 


25390. 175. 7d. 


War a Cauſe muſt this be, that cannot bear a 
critical Examination of the Arguments propagated 
for it's Support? Figures can only deceive the 
Man, who underſtandeth them not, or will 
not examine them. They ſerve extremely well 
to impoſe upon the ignorant, or the indolent. 
The indolent will ſay, who could think that 
any Perſon, for Favour or Intereſt, ſhould ven- 


ture his Reputation upon a Fact, that might ſome 


Time ago be in the Breaſts of a few only, but 
by the printing the Commons Journal, is now 
open to every Body. 


IT ſhould then be an inviolable Rule with an 
indolent Perſon, never to condemn the accuſed 
till he examines well; for there is no Truſt to be 
put in Party-Writers. If their Arguments be 
formed on Facts, be ſure the Facts are impartially 
ſtated, before you allow their Arguments the de- 
ſired Force. 


I nave yet one Part of the Conſiderations to take 
Notice of, that offers Precedents to ſupport their 
Cauſe. 
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Cauſe. Theſe are Engliſh or Iriſh. The Engliſh 


+ Precedents in the Caſes of the Exciſe and Gin Acts 


anſwer themſelves; for theſe were to affect an 
Eſtate granted to the King for his Life; and /pe- 
cially appropriated to the Support of his Houſbold 
and Civil Lift, not given in general for publick Ser- 
vices, but for certain publick Services. As there was 
no other Fund out of which theſe Services could 
be ſupplied, it was agreeable to the ſtrict Rules of 
Juſtice, that the Conſent of the Crown ſhould be 
firſt had, before that Fund ſhould be affected pre- 
Judicially, But Eſtates that are veſted in the 
Crown, by Common or Statute Law, for Publick 
Services generally, ſtand upon a quite different 
Footing, as will be beſt explained, by two well 


known Inſtances, that, I ſuppoſe, will be admit- 


ted, at leaſt to counterpoiſe thoſe in the Con- 


fiderations. 


Tux firſt is, the Act of Reſumption of Iriſh Grants 
in the Reign of King William, which paſſed not 
only without his previous Conſent, but directly a- 
gainſt his known Inclination; ſo that in order to com- 


pel him to give his Aſent, it was conſolidated with 
the Money-Bill for paying the Army and Fleet; 


and the Commons not only poſitively and peremp- 
torily refuſed to ſubmit a third Part to the King's 
Diſpoſal, but alſo tied up aud ſecured the Quit- 
Rents, from being ever alienable. The next is 
more recent, for it happened in 1739, and is to 


be ſeen by every Body in the 17th Volume of the 
Parliamentary Debates, Page 429. 


A Bill 


[ 8: ] 


1 Bit ILL. Was moved, for 08 more  effefual ſecu- 
ring the Trade of his Majeſty's Britiſh Subjefs in 
America, and for the Encouragement of Seamen to 
enter into his Majeſty's Service, which Bill was in- 


tended partly to give all 9 ade at Sea to 
Britiſh Sailors. Py | 


IN 


Ir was objected by the Servants of the Crown, 
amongſt whom was a Gentleman now a principal 
Miniſter of celebrated Honour and Prudence; That, 
< by the Conſtitution, the Crown has the ſole and 
c abſolute Property in every Ship and her Cargo 
ce that is taken from an Enemy, by any of his Ma- 
4 jeſty*s Ships of War; and therefore, when any 
„ Share of a Prize is given or promiſed to the 
« Captors, it ought to be conſidered as a gracious 
«© Condeſcenſion in the Crown; and that no Law 
ce ſhould be ever propoſed for that Purpoſe, until 
<« a Meſſage. was brought from the Crown: That 
acting otherwiſe would be a direct Encroach- 
* ment upon the Prerogative Royal.” And this 


Was enforced by all the Eloquence and Reaſon that 
the Thing would admit of. | 


On 


In Anſwer, < The Property of the Crown was 
* admitted; but it was inſiſted, to be veſted in 
«© the Crown, as a Truſtee for the Publick , and that 
. << Miniſters may be puniſhed for a Miſapplication 
“ of that, as well as any other Property belonging 
< to the Publick : That though it was a Bill for 
<« altering, ps * aboliſhing one of the Preroga- 
F tives 
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tc tives of the Crown, it could not be admitted as 
© a 2 that no Alteration can be made with 


6c 22 Leave bet given to do ſo, by a K e 
* Meſſage from the Crown.“ 


TRE Gentlemen, who ſpoke againſt the Bill, 
thought proper to drop their Oppoſition, and it 


became a Law : And I do not remember, to have 


heard, that any of the Miniſters were puniſhed, 
for giving up the Point; or that the Gentlemen, 
who ſucceeded in the Debate, were charged with, 
or ſuſpected of, carrying 2 them a Spirit of 
Rebellion. ; 


I Do not indeed think, that Precedents in the 
Britiſh Parliament, can in all Points direct the 1r:fþ 
Parliament, becauſe in many Things they conſti- 


tutionally differ: But where Precedents are brought 


on one Side, the beſt Method to end the Diſpute is, 


"to produce on the other Side, Precedents ſtronger, 


and more pointed, as they have been litigated ; 
-and ſuch I apprehend thoſe to be, which I have 
now offered. 


TRE Iriſb Precedents are taken from Addreſſes 
to the Lord Lieutenant, in Favour of the College 
and Charter- Schools, · That he would lay before 
4 his Majeſty their Humble Deſire, that his Majeſty 
<< would be pleaſed, out of his Royal Bounty, to give, 


* Sec.“ This is deſiring “ a Favour and acknow. 
- <6 [edging a Bounty, which would be abſurd, if the 
Crown had not the Right of Application.” 


Turis 
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THis is indeed catching at a Straw. Are not 
all Grants of Money made to the King? Muft not 
all Applications be in his Name? Is not this allowed 
by every Body? But do not the Commons, even in 
thoſe Inſtances, point out an Application of certain 
Sums, to certain Uſes; not before provided for in 
the Committee of Supply ? Such an Application 
muſt be called Bounty, becauſe it cannot be called 
a Publitk Service, being given to a Private Uſe : 
For though the College and Charter-Schools are 
moſt worthy of the Patronage and Care of the 
Publick, yet they are immediately under the Go- 
vernment of private Corporations,” and' therefore, in 
a Parliamentary Senſe, are not ranked with Public 
Services. 


TAE Word Bounty is certainly relative to the 
Nature of the Grant. It being then a Matter of 
Bounty, it would be altogether Anti-Conſtitutional 
to addreſs his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed, 
out of their Bounty, to give, though it is well 
known the Commons muſt make good any Defi- 
ciency. Theſe modern Addreſſes are taken from 
thoſe of long ſtanding: That in Favour of the 
College is a Tranſcript from another of 1721, 
as to the Bounty. At that Time the Nation was 
in Debt in the Sum of 7726 i /; whoſe Bounty was 
it then? 


Bur this will be very clear, if Attention ſhall 
be given to the Manner of n for Publick- 
Service. 
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In 1715, an bumble Addreſs was preſented to 


| his Majeſty, ** Humbly beſeeching him to allow the 


* Half-pay Officers full Halt-pay from Auguſt laſt, 
6 and p_"_— to En: good any wes or 8 


ANOTHER Addreſs was eee 80 de- 
ſtring, That Mr. Topham might be put upon the 
« Eſtabliſhment for a Sallary of three hundred 
« Pounds per Annum, as Regiſter of the Records 
. of the Forfeitures in this „ ry 


IN 1721, an a Addreſs was laid before his 
Majeſty, That one Penny per Diem, clear of all 
„ Deductions, be added to the Pay of each of the 
« effective Soldiers of the ſeveral Regiments of 
« Foot in this Kingdom, except to the Regiments 
« of Foot which ſhall be on Duty in Dublin.“ 


Trex Lord Lieutenant's Anſwer will ſhew, that 
notwithſtanding the Humility of * AIG, © | 
was taken as a Grant. 


« I w1LL, ſaid the Lord Lieutenant, by the firſt 
«© Opportunity, lay this Addreſs before his Ma- 
< Jeſty, which I doubt not will be very acceptable, 
< as it is a farther Inſtance of the Duty and Loyalty 
«© of the Houſe of Commons, and will greatly 
« tend to the Support of his Majeſty's Govern- 
«© ment.”? 


October 


85 ] 

** Ober 25, 1 72 1. an Addreſs was preſented to 
the Lord Lieutenant, That he would lay before 
ce his Majeſty the humble Deſire of the Houſe, that 
ec his Majeſty will be pleaſed to order, that a Sum 
© of five hundred Pounds be given to Stephen 


& Caſtelloe for the many Services performed by him 
to the Publick. 25 


Tars laſt 7” WE eſpecially juſtifies me in the 
Diſtinction I have made with reſpect to publick 
and private Applications of Money; that no more 
is meant by Bounty, than to expreſs it as a Matter 
of a private Nature, and that it admits no other 
Sort of Property in the Crown, than the others 
do, that is, a Truſt for the Publick. If it were 
otherwiſe, how happened it that Application was 
made to the Commons ? For it is very well known, 


that the very Sums were agreed upon before the 


Motions were made. I ſuppoſe the Application 
was made for this plain Reaſon, becauſe the Pub- 
lick Money was to be accounted for. before them, 
and thoſe could not be called Publick Services, 
ſuch as the Publick Revenue is granted for ; and of 
Courſe no Part of that Revenue, which had been 
granted for Support of the Eſtabliſhment only, 
could, without Miſapplication, which: the Sanction 
of the Commons obviated, be applied to private 
Uſes, or in another Word, in Bounty. 


Bur be that as it may, though the Commons 
had, through their great Reſpe& for the Crown, 
uſed Words in an Addreſs, that might be wreſt- 
ed to favour a Prerogative ; yet I muſt inſiſt 
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upon it, that it cannot be concluſive, whilſt there 
are ſtronger and more explicite Precedents on the 


other Side. Such I e now prodyce, and ſo cloſe 
my. Evidence 


In the Seſſion of 1751, an Addreſs was, at the 


Inſtance of the Principal Servants of the Crown, 


preſented to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, That 


„ he would be. pleaſed to lay before his Majeſty 
c the humble Defire of the Houſe, that a Sum, not 


« exceeding the Sum of twenty- -four thouſand 


Pounds, might be laid out in making Additi- 


ons to, and providing Neceſſaries, = the Ac- 
«*commodation of his Majeſty's Troops in the 


<« new Barracks, and in building, rebuilding, and 
< repairing ſuch other Barracks, as his Majeſty 


<« ſhall, judge neceſſary for the more convenient 
« Reception of his Forces, and the more effectual 
« Security of the Kingdom. ' 


IF there were Authority in the Crown to ex- 


pend this Money without ſuch Addreſs ; why was 
it moved for, when there was ſo conſiderable a Sum 


in the Treafury ? Surely, more Caution ſhould 


have been uſed in a Matter grown fo tender by the 
then late Tranſactions relative to the Money-Bill. 


May an ordinary Man not ſurmiſe, that it was not 


thought quite ſecure to truſt to the Preamble paſt 
a little before ? 


Tux laſt Inſtance ſhall be the Eſtimate drawn 


up by an Officer of the Crown, and delivered by 


him 
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him to his Majeſty's principal Servants, Members 
of the Houſe of Commons, for their DireRtion i in 


moving for the Wantum of Supply. 


Charge of Civil Eſtabliſhment 
at £ 79399 14 7 yearly, a- 
- mounts, for two Years, to Dec. 
25, 1755» A ns nr ae 
Charge of Military Eſtabliſh- 


ment at Z 391631 16 32 year- 
ly, amounts for two Years, to 


Dec. 253 17555 


158799 9 2 


— 783263 1 12 24 


Amounting — 2Y 9 


Towarps ANSWERING WHICH | 
MUST BE APPLIED THE SUM 
REMAINING IN CREDIT To 
THE NATION AT Lapy-pay, 


Rb Wh 


Also the Nett Produ 
Hereditary Revenue, U 
a Medium of ſeven Years laſt 
paſt, — — — 


247162 18 32 


Making rogerher—6409 58 18 1 


Remains —301 104 3 5 
Add to this Grants by Parliament e 13 4 


Quantum of Supply to be aſked — 347572 16 92 
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Ler not the Officer be blamed for having done 
this; let it not be ſuſpected, that he hath betrayed 
the Cauſe which he was employed to advance. No 
ſuch Thing: He hath but followed the Precedents 
that have come down ſucceſſively from 170g. 


Coup any Ranger believe, that the "0 
abuſed Commous had all this to ſay for themſelves ? 
Or can he now believe, that thoſe who have moſt 
abuſed them, knew that all this was ſaid for them 
before publickly ? Yet the Fact is ſo; for in 
Truth, this is but a Recapitulation of ſundry 
Speeches, with. a more correct Detail, perhaps, 
of Facts. 


Can he ſuſpe& from what is here related, or 
from any of the Arguments made uſe of, that there 
was the leaſt Spirit of Rebellion in the Majority, or 
the leaſt Diſpoſition to throw off their Dependancy 
upon the Crown of Great-Britain ? | 


Ver in this Light have they been repreſented 
by their Enemies in England. But this is a ſtale 
Device. In the Beginning of this Century, the Truſ- 
tees, acting under the famous Reſumption Law, 
ſet up a very Inquiſition in this Country, ſuſpended 
all Law but their own, and were in all Things more 
like the Roman Decemviri in their corrupt State, 
than like Perſons only impowered to act under the 
gentle Authority of England. The People thus 
aggrieved could not help complaining : And then 
they were repreſented as Perſons deſirous of deli- 

vering 


1 
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vering themſelves from a Subjection to an E ifs 
Government. The Commons, when they met in 
1703, ſhewed a well ſpirited Reſentment for this 
baſe Miſrepreſentation, to ſome of the Authors of 

it; and reſtored ' themſelves to the Favour of the 

Crown by an Addreſs, in which they thus delivered 
their Sentiments clearly and phate. 


„ Wx cannot, but with the deepeſt Cant wike ; 


© Notice to your Majeſty, that our Enemies, -by 
many groundleſs and malicious Calumnies, have 
«© miſrepreſented us, (the ſad and ſevere Effects 


« whereof we too ſenſibly feel) and eſpecially, as if 


e we thought ourſelves, or deſired to be, ae 
“ dant of the Crown of Ban. 


4 « In Duty therefore to your Majeſty, and to 


“ vindicate ourſelves from ſuch foul and unworthy 
«© Aſperſions, we here declare and acknowledge, 
“ that the Kingdom of Ireland is annexed, and 
<< united to the imperial Crown of England, and by 
e the Laws and Statutes of this Kingdom is de- 
ce clared to be juſtly and rightfully depending up- 
«© on, and belonging, and for ever united to the 
ce ſame, and that it never enter*d into our Thoughts 
e to wiſh the contrary ; the Happineſs of this 
6 Kingdom entirely depending on a ſteady Duty 


ce paid to the Crown of England, and a good Cor- 


< reſpondence with your Majeſty's Subjects of that 
© Kingdom. And we do unanimouſly aſſure your 
«© Majeſty, that we will, to the utmoſt of our Pow- 
« er, ſupport and maintain your Majeſty's rightful 
« and lawful Title to the Crown of this Realm, 


66 and 
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4" and the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, as 


« the ſame is. n by ere ad — in 
4 Win F990 Rect, | 


ner ETD 10 1 is, chat thaw is not one ie Protef- 
nat of Ireland, who will not with Heart and Hand, 
at this Day, ſubſcribe that ſolemn Declaration. 


Ix the Year 1913, when: the Commons made 


te moſt glorious Stand againſt the Attempts of a 


Party. meditating the Overthrow of the Succeſſion 
in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, their Enemies 


made uſe of the old Scheme of Miſrepreſentation 


in England; but the Commons followed it with a 
ſtinging Addreſs, wherein they aſſured the Queen, 
< That they would, as far as in them lay, diſcoun- 
0 tenance the reſtleſs Endeavours of thoſe factious 


« Spirits, who attempted to weaken the Proteſtant 


«© Intereſt of the Kingdom, by ſowing Jealouſies, 
« ſpreading falſe Calumnies, and raiſing ground- 
<< leſs Fears in the Minds of her —_— s Peo- 


4c ple. 29 


In 1723, the Lords and Commons interpoſed in 
Behalf of their Country, to ſave it from impend- 
ing Ruin; and repreſented to the Crown againſt a 


Patent granted to Villiam Wood, for coining Half- 


pence. Whilſt this Matter was in Agitation, the 
Patentee, (who expected to perſuade this Kingdom 
to exchange its Gold for his Braſs,) and his Aſſo- 
ciates, poſſeſſed all the Coffee-houſes in London, 
with a Notion that Ireland was throwing off its De- 
pendancy; and their Pretence was, that the Patent 
* ſo 


0 


1911 


ſo obtained was under the Great Seal of Great Bri- 
tain, This Storm, however, blew over; the Na- 


tion prevailed, and continued under its old De- 
. 


I po not recollect that any Occaſion offered, to 
make the Dependancy of Ireland a Subject of Diſ- 
courſe afterwards, until 2549: Then there were 
ſome Papers, publiſhed, that tended to create 


Jealouſies between Great Britain and Ireland; and 


the Commons were ſo juſtly careful, that it ſhould 
not be even ſuſpected they were generally coun- 
tenanced, that they thought themſelves neceſſi- 

tated to declare, in their Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
«© That they ſhould, with great Chearfulneſs, lay 
& hold on every Occaſion which may tend to con- 
ec tinue a reciprocal - Confidence and Harmony be- 
< tween his Majeſty's common Subjects of Great 
« Britain and Ireland, and muſt look, with the 
higheſt Indignation, on any audacious. Attempt 
ce to create a Jealouſy between them, or diſunite 
« their Affections. | 


a 


TRE did not yet think they had done that 
Juſtice which the Caſe required, until they had cen- 
ſured the Author of thoſe Papers, merely to ſhew 
their Zeal in ſuppreſſing every mad T Dove of an 
Independancy. 


Yer, (who could imagine it !) this very Houſe of 
Commons fell themſelves, in 1731, under the ſame 
inglorious Reputation, of ſetting up for an Independan- 
cy and in Vindication. indeed of their Underſtand- 


ing, 


ng. x 
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ing, as well as their Loyalty, were forced, though 


unuſual, at the latter End of a Seffion, to tranſmit 
an Addreſs to his Majeſty, importing; 


« Trar being truly ſenſible of the many Bleſ- 
e ſings that ariſe from the good Harmony, mutual 


«& Confidence and Affection of His Majeſty's Sub- 
ce jects of theſe Kingdoms, and full of Gratitude 
<« for the Protection and Support they had at all 
& Times received from the Crown of Great Br:- 


<<. Zain, on the Continuance of which their very 
«© Being depended, they ſhould, on all Occaſions, 


cc exert their utmoſt Endeavours to cultivate the 


«© ſame good Underſtanding, and merit the like 


66 Support and Protection. 


« TE Ar any Attempts to create Jealouſies be- 
<< tween his Subjects of Great Britain and Ireland, 
«* or to diſunite their A ffections, can only proceed 
from the ſelfiſh and ambitious Views of deſign- 
ing Men, who have an Intereſt ſeparate and di- 
* ſtinct from that of his Majeſty, and of his faith- 
< ful Subjects of this Kingdom; but that the Com- 
mons were ready and determined to maintain 
and ſupport, to the utmoſt of their Power, the 
* Honour and Dignity of his Majeſty's Crown and 
Government, and the united Intereſts of both 


«« His Kingdoms, at the Hazard of their Lives 
< and Fortunes.“ 


* 
N 


— 


Ir was ſtrange what could give Occaſion for a 
Report fo diſadvantageous to the Honour of the 
Commons; and yet it is certain, that Letters by 


every 


L931 
every Packet about that Time from England, ſpoke 


of the Repreſentatives of Ireland and their Con- 


ſtituents, by the Influence of the Repreſentatives, 
as ripe for Rebellion; and that this was the Foun- 
dation of the recited Addreſs. 


I'T is abi, that a Houſe of Corman 
never acted more quietly or diſpaſſionately, or in- 
deed ſubmiſſively : They not only paſſed the Bill, 
with that Preamble that hath ſince given them ſo 
much Diſturbance, without Heſitation; but they - 
dropt filently the Linen-Bill that was altered; 
though it much alarmed, being the firſt Alteration 
of the Sort made in a Linen-Bill ſince that Trade 


was guarantee*d to them ſolemnly by the whole 


Parliament of Eugland before the Union: Indeed, 
they enquired into an abuſed Vote of Credit; they 
adjourned a certain Committee for a Week, inſtead. 
of twenty four Hours ; and they ordered a Call of 


the Houle to keep it bull: 


SURELY none of thoſe could be called Rebellious 
Acts; yet I defy their moſt malicious Enemies to 
produce any other. 


Taz late Seſſion was ſhort, but buſy : Elections 
cannot directly relate to Government or England. 
The two Points therefore that have the Rebellious 
Taint (if any have) muſt be the Cenſure of a late 
Officer of the Crown ; or the rejecting the Money- 
Bill. The firſt, no Body publickly condemns ; the 
laſt muſt ſtand upon its own Bottom : If there 


be in the foregoing Acconnt of that Matter ſuffi- 
cient 
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cient Argument, even to induce any Man to think 
the Majority was in the Right, then cannot the 


Majority be blamed for exerciſing a Negative, which 
the Conſtitution hath you them. | 


Uyon the Whole, it cannot with any Juſtice or 
Colour of Reaſon, be laid to their Charge, that their 
Actions tend by any Means to alienate the Aﬀec- 
tions of the Subjetts from the Crown,” or to diſunite 
the People of the two Kingdoms. Theſe are only 
the Infinuations of Perſons who hate them, becauſe 
they cannot conquer them; and who would at 
any Rate procure for themſelves potent Auxili- 
aries. But "theſe Infinuations will never meet with 
Credit from Perſons who know their own Strength, 

and the Dependance the People, thus miſrepreſent- 
ed, have upon it, for the Enjoyment of their Pro- 
perty, and the Continuance of their Trade. They 
are neither Fools nor Madmen, and they muſt be 
one or other, to fly in the Faces of their Benefac- 
tors, from whom they have derived all the Good 
they poſſeſs. 


TRE Iriſh Protęſtants deteſt the very Thoughts 
of Rebellion. Some Conſtitutions may be prone to 
it; and then it matters not whether they be pam- 
pered or ſtarved: Pampering will produce Pride 
and Wantoneſs ; Starving will produce Diſcon- 
tent and Greedineſs ; and either will bring forth 
Rebellion. But the Plant will not grow where the 
Seed is not ſown. The Babes in IX ELAxp learn to 
liſp the Groxious and ImmorTaL Memory or 
Kino WILLIAM; the Young Men have imprinted 

on 
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on their tender Minds, that the Hanover Svc- 


CESSION was the Fruit of all his Toil and Battles, 
and will be an everlaſting Monument of his Fame; 


and the Females are all Heroines in the ſame Glo- 


rious Cauſe. 


Ir Reſtance be Rebellion, Iriſh Proteſtants have 
been Rebels. They were Rebels to King JAMES, 
and they were reſolved to be Rebels in the latter 
Days of Queen Axx, if there had been Occaſion 
to draw their Swords, in Support of the Hanover 
SUCCESSION. 


Bur Reſiſtance is over. The Hanover. 
SUCCESSION hath, God be praiſed, taken firm 
Root, in Spight of two wicked Rebellions, and 
many villainous Conſpiracies ; and the Liberty of 
the Subject grows every Day more ſecure. We 
have now nothing more to hope for, but that His 
PresenT MAIESTVY may very long wear the Crown 
of GREAT-BRITAIN, to which that of IRELAND is 
inſeparabiy annexed, and that it may be pERPETVU- 
ATED IN His RoyaL Hovse. 
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